
 

COUNCIL CHAMBERS TELEPHONE (02) 6368 2104 ALL COMMUNICATIONS TO GENERAL MANAGER 
91 ADELAIDE STREET,  BE ADDRESSED TO: BLAYNEY SHIRE COUNCIL 
BLAYNEY   NSW   2799   PO BOX 62 
   BLAYNEY   NSW   2799 

Email:  council@blayney.nsw.gov.au 
 

 
11 December 2025 
 
 
 
 
Dear Councillor, 
 
Your attendance is requested at an Ordinary Council Meeting of 
the Blayney Shire Council to be held in the Chambers, Blayney 
Shire Community Centre on Tuesday, 16 December 2025 at 
6.00pm for consideration of the following business - 
 
 

(1) Livestreaming Video and Audio Check 
(2) Acknowledgement of Country 
(3) Recording of Meeting Statement 
(4) Statement of Ethical Obligations 
(5) Apologies for non-attendance 
(6) Disclosures of Interest 
(7) Public Forum 
(8) Mayoral Minute 
(9) Confirmation of Minutes - Ordinary Council Meeting 

held on 18.11.25 
(10) Matters arising from Minutes 
(11) Reports of Staff 

(a) Executive Services 
(b) Corporate Services 
(c) Infrastructure Services 
(d) Planning and Environmental Services 

(12) Delegates Reports 
(13) Closed Meeting 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mark Dicker 
General Manager 



 

 

Meeting Calendar 2025 / 2026 
 
 
December 

Time Date Meeting Location 

2.00pm 12 December 2025 Central Tablelands Weeds 
Authority Meeting Bathurst 

6.00pm 16 December 2025 Council Meeting Community Centre 

10.00am 17 December 2025 Central Tablelands Water 
Meeting Blayney 

 
January 
Nil 
 
February 

10.00am 18 February 2026 Central Tablelands Water 
Meeting Grenfell 

2.00pm 20 February 2026 Central Tablelands Weeds 
Authority Meeting Kelso 

6.00pm 23 February 2026 McPhillamy’s CCC Meeting Community Centre 

6.00pm 24 February 2026 Council Meeting Community Centre 

9.00am 25 February 2026 Audit, Risk and Improvement 
Committee Meeting Community Centre 

10.00am 26 February 2026 Central NSW JO Board 
Meeting Grenfell 
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LIVE STREAMING OF COUNCIL MEETINGS 

 
In accordance with the Blayney Shire Council Code of Meeting Practice, this 
meeting will be recorded for the purpose of the live streaming function via our 
YouTube channel.  The audio and visual live stream and recording, will allow 
members of the public to view proceedings via the Internet without the need to 
attend Council meetings.  The objective of this service is to eliminate 
geographic and other access barriers for the community wishing to learn more 
about Council’s decision making processes. 
 
By speaking at the Council Meeting you agree to be livestreamed and 
recorded. Please ensure that if and when you speak at this Council Meeting 
that you ensure you are respectful to others and use appropriate language at 
all times. 
 
Whilst Council will make every effort to ensure that live streaming is available, 
it takes no responsibility for, and cannot be held liable for technical issues 
beyond its control.  Technical issues may include, but are not limited to the 
availability or quality of the internet connection, device failure or malfunction, 
unavailability of YouTube or power outages. 
 
Live streams and archived recordings are a free public service and are not an 
official record of Council meetings.  Recordings will be made of all Council 
meetings (excluding confidential items) and published to YouTube the day 
after the meeting.  For a copy of the official public record, please refer to 
Council’s Business Papers and Minutes page on Council’s website.  
 
Council does not accept any responsibility for any verbal comments made 
during Council meetings which may be inaccurate, incorrect, defamatory, or 
contrary to law and does not warrant nor represent that the material or 
statements made during the streamed meetings are complete, reliable, 
accurate or free from error. 
 
Live streaming is primarily set up to capture the proceedings of the Council 
meeting and members of the public attending a Council meeting need to be 
aware they may be recorded as part of the proceedings. 
 

STATEMENT OF ETHICAL OBLIGATIONS 
 
Councillors are reminded of their oath or affirmation of office made under 
section 233A of the Local Government Act and their obligations under the 
Council’s Code of Conduct to disclose and appropriately manage conflicts of 
interest. 
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01) MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS COUNCIL MEETING HELD 18 
NOVEMBER 2025 

 
Department:  Executive Services 
 
Author: General Manager 
 
CSP Link: 1. Prioritise transparency, financial sustainability and strong 

partnerships with and for our community 
 
File No: GO.ME.3         
 
 
Recommendation: 
That the Minutes of the Ordinary Council Meeting held on 18 November 2025, 
being minute numbers 2511/001 to 2511/009 be confirmed. 
 

MINUTES OF THE BLAYNEY SHIRE COUNCIL ORDINARY MEETING 
 HELD IN THE CHAMBERS, BLAYNEY SHIRE COUNCIL COMMUNITY 

CENTRE, ON 18 NOVEMBER 2025, COMMENCING AT 6.01PM 
 
 Present: Crs B Reynolds (Mayor), R Scott (Deputy Mayor), I Dorsett, C 

Gosewisch, K Hutchings, S Johnston and J Newstead 
 
 General Manager (Mr M Dicker), Acting Director Corporate 

Services (Mrs T Irlam), Director Infrastructure Services (Mr J 
Hogan), Director Planning & Environmental Services (Mr A Muir) 
and Executive Assistant to the General Manager (Mrs L Ferson)  

  
 RECORDING OF MEETING STATEMENT  
 
 ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY 
 
 DISCLOSURES OF INTEREST  
 Nil 
 
 PUBLIC FORUM 
 David Anderson – Item 8 – DA2024/0063 – Detached Dual 

Occupancy and 2 Lot Subdivision – 24 Knox Place, Millthorpe 
 

LATE REPORT 
 
 MAYORAL MINUTE - ENVIRONMENTAL PLANNING AND 

ASSESSMENT AMENDMENT (PLANNING SYSTEM 
REFORMS) BILL 2025 - IMPACTS ON BLAYNEY SHIRE 
COUNCIL 

2511/001 RESOLVED: 
That Council: 
1. Note recent amendments to the Environmental Planning and 

Assessment Act which have been passed by NSW 
Parliament. 
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2. Note one of the amendments removes planning 
determination powers from local Councils in regional NSW to 
a new Local Planning Panel. 

3. Write to the Minister for Planning requesting the NSW 
Government reconsider its decision to remove planning 
approval functions away from local elected representatives in 
regional NSW. 

(Reynolds) 
CARRIED 

 
CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES 

 
 MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS COUNCIL MEETING HELD 28 

OCTOBER 2025 
2511/002 RESOLVED: 

That the Minutes of the Ordinary Council Meeting held on 28 
October 2025, being minute numbers 2510/001 to 2510/024 be 
confirmed. 

(Gosewisch/Scott) 
CARRIED 

  
 MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES  
 Nil 
 
The Mayor asked if there was any objection to bringing item 8 forward for 
consideration, being the topic of the public forum. There was no objection. 
 
 DA2024/0063 - DETACHED DUAL OCCUPANCY AND 2 LOT 

SUBDIVISION - 24 KNOX PLACE, MILLTHORPE 
2511/003 RESOLVED: 

That Council: 
1. Note the submission received in relation to Development 

Application 2024/0063. 
2. Note its decision of 28 October 2025 to grant development 

consent to Development Application 2024/0063 for the 
erection of a dual occupancy and a two-lot subdivision at Lot 
11, DP 1291217, 24 Knox Place, Millthorpe subject to the 
conditions. 

3. Note that the contents of the submission and the revised 
assessment report attached to the business paper have been 
duly considered and Council’s position in granting 
development consent, subject to the same conditions 
remains. 

(Gosewisch/Newstead) 
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The DIVISION was taken and the names of the Councillors 
voting FOR and AGAINST were as follows: 
 

FOR AGAINST 
Councillor Reynolds  
Councillor Newstead  
Councillor Gosewisch  
Councillor Dorsett  
Councillor Hutchings  
Councillor Scott  
Councillor Johnston  
Total (7) Total (0) 

CARRIED 
 

CORPORATE SERVICES REPORTS 
 

 REPORT OF COUNCIL INVESTMENTS AS AT 31 OCTOBER 
2025 

2511/004 RESOLVED: 
That Council: 
1. Note the report indicating Council’s investment position as of 

31 October 2025. 
2. Note the certification of the Responsible Accounting Officer. 

(Scott/Newstead) 
CARRIED 

 
 QUARTERLY BUDGET REVIEW STATEMENT - SEPTEMBER 

2025 
2511/005 RESOLVED: 

That Council: 
1. Receive the report on the Quarterly Budget Review 

Statement for the quarter ending 30 September 2025. 
2. Adopt the supplementary votes of ($262k) nett proposed in 

the Quarterly Budget Review Statement, resulting in a 
decrease to capital expenditure of ($18k), an increase to 
operating expenditure of $53k and a decrease in income of 
($227k). 

3. Note the certification of the Responsible Accounting Officer 
that the Quarterly Budget Review Statement (QBRS) for the 
quarter ended 30 September 2025, based on the current 
projections of income, expenditure, and both restricted and 
unrestricted cash levels, Council’s projected financial position 
as at 30 June 2026 is considered satisfactory. 

(Gosewisch/Hutchings) 
CARRIED 
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 ATTRACTION AND RETENTION OF MEDICAL 
PROFESSIONALS - LOAN 

2511/006 RESOLVED: 
That Council;   
1. Receive the report on Attraction and Retention of Medical 

Professionals – Loan.   
2. Approve the provision of an interest free loan to Dr. 

Padmavathi Madduru pursuant to policy 6C Attraction and 
Retention of Medical Professionals. 

(Newstead/Gosewisch) 
CARRIED 

 
INFRASTRUCTURE SERVICES REPORTS 

 
 INFRASTRUCTURE SERVICES MONTHLY REPORT 
2511/007 RESOLVED: 

That Council; 
1. Note the Infrastructure Services Monthly Report for 

November 2025. 
2. Note $9,000 is being allocated within the 2025/26 Village 

Enhancement Program for Blayney Tennis Court lighting 
repairs. 

(Newstead/Hutchings) 
CARRIED 

 
 MINUTES OF THE BLAYNEY SHOWGROUND USER GROUP 

COMMITTEE MEETING HELD 10 NOVEMBER 2025 
2511/008 RESOLVED: 

That Council: 
1. Receive the minutes of the Blayney Showground User Group 

Committee meeting held 10 November 2025. 
2. Endorse the Blayney Showground Strategic Plan 2026-

2030 and place on exhibition for a period of 28 days. 
3. If no submissions are received, the Strategic Plan be 

adopted.  
(Scott/Hutchings) 

CARRIED 
 

PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES REPORTS 
 

 DRAFT DEVELOPMENT CONTROL PLAN 2026 
2511/009 RESOLVED: 

That Council: 
1. Endorse the Draft Blayney Shire Development Control Plan 

2026 as attached to this report for public exhibition. 
2. Authorise the General Manager to make any minor 

amendments including insertion of additional diagrams to the 
Draft Blayney Shire Development Control Plan 2026 content, 
as required for its exhibition. 

3. Place the Draft Blayney Shire Development Control Plan 
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2026 on public exhibition as required under the procedures of 
the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979, 
Environmental Planning and Assessment Regulation 2021 
and Council’s Community Engagement Plan, noting that the 
period will be extended due to the Christmas/New Year 
period. 

4. Note that a future addendum will be produced in respect of 
the lands on the corner of Park Street and Richards Lane, 
Millthorpe. 

(Gosewisch/Newstead) 
 
The DIVISION was taken and the names of the Councillors 
voting FOR and AGAINST were as follows: 
 

FOR AGAINST 
Councillor Reynolds  
Councillor Newstead  
Councillor Gosewisch  
Councillor Dorsett  
Councillor Hutchings  
Councillor Scott  
Councillor Johnston  
Total (7) Total (0) 

CARRIED 
  

There being no further business, the meeting concluded at 7.13pm. 
 
The Minute Numbers 2511/001 to 2511/009 were confirmed on 16 December 
2025 and are a full and accurate record of proceedings of the Ordinary 
Meeting held on 18 November 2025. 
 
 
 
 
 
____________________________  
Cr B Reynolds  
CHAIR  
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02) JUNE 2026 COUNCIL MEETING DATE 
 
Department:  Executive Services 
 
Author: General Manager 
 
CSP Link: 1. Prioritise transparency, financial sustainability and strong 

partnerships with and for our community 
 
File No: GO.ME.2         
 
 
Recommendation: 
That Council move the June 2026 Council meeting to 6pm Tuesday 16 June 
2026. 
 
Reason for Report: 
For Council to consider moving the June 2026 Council meeting forward one 
week, from 6pm Tuesday 23 June 2026 to 6pm Tuesday 16 June 2026. 
 
Report: 
In August 2025 Council adopted a meeting schedule of Ordinary Meetings of 
Council for the forthcoming 12 months as per cl.3.1 of Blayney Shire Council 
Code of Meeting Practice. 
 
It is proposed to move the June 2026 Council Meeting forward one week to 
avoid a date clash with the 2026 Australian Local Government Association 
National General Assembly (NGA) to be held in Canberra 22-25 June 2026.  
 
Risk/Policy/Legislation Considerations: 
Nil 
 
Budget Implications: 
Nil 
 

Enclosures (following report) 
Nil  
Attachments (separate document) 
Nil  
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03) BLAYNEY CENTREPOINT - 'POWERING OUR FUTURE: BLAYNEY 
STORAGE PROJECT' CAPITAL EXPENDITURE REVIEW 

 
Department:  Executive Services 
 
Author: General Manager 
 
CSP Link: 3. Infrastructure is resilient, fit for purpose and maintained to 

support our community 
 
File No: GS.LI.1         
 
 
Recommendation: 
That Council: 
1. Endorse the Capital Expenditure Review for the Blayney CentrePoint 

‘Powering our Future: Blayney Storage Project’. 
2. Note the project is forecast to be completed by December 2026.  
3. Approve a supplementary vote of $722,710 in the 2025/26 Operational 

Plan with the funding source being Grants and Contributions. 
4. Include an allocation of $273,472 in the 2026/27 Operational Plan with the 

funding source being Grants and Contributions. 
 
Reason for Report: 
To inform and seek Council endorsement of the Blayney CentrePoint 
‘Powering our Future: Blayney Storage Project’. 
 
Report: 
Council resolved at its meeting on 22 April 2025 meeting Resolution Number 
(2504/006). 
 

COMMUNITY ENERGY UPGRADE FUNDING APPLICATION 
2504/006 RESOLVED: 
That Council: 
1. Note the report. 
2. Endorse the 2025 Blayney Shire Renewable Energy Project 
which has an estimated project cost of $1 million and 
proceeds to prepare and submit the following grant funding 
applications: 
a. Australian Government (Community Energy Upgrade 
Funding) seeking $500,000 
b. Newmont (Cadia Legacy Fund) seeking $500,000 as the 
matching 50% co contribution. 
3. Approve a supplementary vote of $15,000 in the 2024/25 
Operational Plan to engage a specialist energy consultant to 
assist with the grant documentation and grant application to 
be funded from the Property Internal Allocation. 
4. Be provided a further report which considers whole of life 
costs and ongoing budget implications, upon finalisation of 
the estimated project scope and cost and lodgement of the grant 
applications. 
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Capital Expenditure Guidelines (2010) issued under s23 of the Local 
Government Act (1993) and Council’s Capital Projects Operating Guidelines 
(2019) provide for reporting to Council on a major infrastructure spend, which 
is outside the norm and when a budget exceeds $1m. 
 
Whilst technically the current project cost is under the $1m threshold, it is 
considered appropriate and best practice to undertake a capital expenditure 
review for the project.  
 
This project is currently not included within the 2024/25 Operational Plan, nor 
the 4-year Delivery Program.  
 
Background 
On 10 June 2025, Newmont advised Council it was successful in obtaining 
$500,000 for the Blayney Storage Project under the Cadia Legacy Fund. 
 
Council used this $500k commitment from Newmont as the required 50% co 
contribution to apply under the Australian Government’ Community Energy 
Upgrades Fund Round 2. 
 
On 10 November 2025, the Australian Government advised Council it was 
successful in obtaining $496,182 for the Blayney Storage Project under 
Community Energy Upgrades Fund (CEUF) Round 2. 
 
Council has now secured $996,182 in funding for the project, meaning the 
capital expenditure for the project is 100% externally funded with no capital 
contribution anticipated to be required from Council. 
 
CentrePoint electricity consumption 
CentrePoint consumes a significant amount of electricity, between 1.5MWh 
and 2MWh per day, of which the 99kW solar PV system generates 
approximately 25% of electricity consumed at the site.  
 
Recent historical electricity expenditure for CentrePoint is shown in the table 
below, (and it is noted this site is part of the very good Central NSW Joint 
Organisation large sites electrical contract).  
 
The trend for Council, like our community, is the ever-increasing expenditure 
for electricity, something which Council has no control over.  

 
Year Expenditure 

2022/23 $148,263 
2023/24 $152,678 
2024/25 $163,546 

 
For 2025/26 (July to October) year to date expenditure is $59,645 and when 
comparing to the same period in 2024/25, which was $55,039 this is already 
an 8.36% increase.  
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Outline of proposed project 
CentrePoint had a electrical upgrade (including new substation) as part of the 
2020 Aquatic Upgrades, which is a key aspect to this project as CentrePoint is 
a single user of this substation.  
 
The grant applications have been submitted on installing a Battery Energy 
Storage System (BESS) with capacity of 900kWh / 440kW battery.  
 
No additional solar is proposed, with the theory being to charge the battery 
during the middle of the day from the grid, when there is generally an 
oversupply of renewable energy, and energy is significantly cheaper, if not 
free and even being paid to take it.  
 
ChargeWorks, specialist energy consultants with significant experience and 
working relationships throughout the Central NSW Joint Organisation have 
been engaged to assist Council with this project  
 
ChargeWorks in April 2025 prepared a scoping report for Council to apply 
under the Community Energy Upgrade Fund which is provided as an 
enclosure to this report.   
 
Project Justification  
The Blayney Shire Community Strategic Plan 2025-2035 was adopted by 
Council in May 2025 following a collaborative and extensive process 
undertaken with the community. Five key themes were identified by the 
community and endorsed by Council: 
 
The five key themes, are; 

1. Leadership: Prioritise transparency, financial sustainability and strong 
partnerships with and for our community 

2. Community: A connected, healthy and inclusive community 
3. Infrastructure: Infrastructure is resilient, fit for purpose and maintained 

to support our community  
4. Economy: A diverse, vibrant and sustainable economy  
5. Natural and Built Environment: Protecting our assets for future 

generations 
  
The Blayney CentrePoint ‘Powering our Future: Blayney Storage Project’ 
relates to key themes 1, 3, 4 and 5 within the Blayney Shire Community 
Strategic Plan 2025-2035.  
 
The project directly relates to the following key theme strategies within the 
2025/26 to 2028/29 Delivery Program; 
 
1.4b. Council operates in a financially sustainable manner and seeks to 
identify and implement ongoing efficiencies  

Financial sustainability: Manage Council financial systems, processes 
and projects in a sustainable way that maximises value for money for 
Ratepayers  
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Financial sustainability: Ensure Council has adequate cash flow to 
meet its needs  

 
1.4c. Creation of new and upgraded public assets is balanced with the 
needs of the greater community  

New and Upgraded assets: Ongoing operational impacts from new and 
upgraded assets is considered prior to a project being committed to 
and/or supported  

 
3.1c. Ensure renewal of existing and future infrastructure is sustainable, 
planned and based on ensuring inter-generational equity  

Grant funding submissions: Identify opportunities and make 
application for state and federal government grants  

 
4.2a. Engage and advocate in relation to social, corporate and 
environmental responsibilities for mining and renewable energy projects  

Engagement: Engage with key stakeholders including: Cadia Gold 
Mine, Flyers Creek Wind Farm, McPhillamys Gold Project for the 
betterment of the community  

 
5.4a. Transition to a sustainable, secure and affordable energy future  

New renewable energy: Identify opportunities to install and fund 
renewable energy technologies  

 
5.4b. Minimise the impact of carbon emissions  

Regional collaboration: Work with CNSWJO Net Zero Group to identify 
opportunities to minimise carbon emissions  

 
Capacity of the Council  
Council is experienced in managing and acquitting NSW and Australian 
Government Grants with Council successfully acquitting numerous grants in 
recent years.  
 
Council has recently project managed the following unique and complex 
projects, including: 

• $4.8m - CentrePoint Sport and Leisure Centre Major Upgrade, Stage 1  
• $1.8m - CentrePoint Sport and Leisure Centre Major Upgrade, Stage 2 
• $2.2m - Central West Equestrian and Livestock Arena 

 
It is acknowledged this would be Council’s first significant renewable energy 
project to manage and there is risk associated with that, which Council is 
seeking to mitigate through the engagement of specialist consultants.  
 
Priorities and Alternatives 
Since the announcement it has been allocated $496k in CEUF funding 
Council has been liaising and working with both ChargeWorks and an 
architect seeking to finalise the scope of the project in preparation of lodging a 
Development Application and then a Request for Tender.  
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At this stage it is being analysed and discussed that potentially the best option 
may be to test the market via an open Request for Tender (RFT), seeking 
submissions for a BESS with a minimum storage requirement of 900kWh, with 
an option to also seek prices for BESS up to 1500kWh. 
  
Given the amount of funding received there is the possibility a larger BESS 
could be installed within the current $996k budget.  
 
Specialist Energy consultants need to analyse and advise the cost benefit of 
going beyond 900kWh. It would also be dependent on submissions received 
during the RFT which Council will consider when considering the RFT 
submissions.  
 
Specialist Energy consultants are also considering whether additional solar 
PV on CentrePoint roof would provide benefit and synergy with the BESS.  
 
Public Consultation Process and Community Engagement  
Community consultation on the project has not been specifically undertaken, 
however, the project does align with several key themes within the Community 
Strategic Plan and key theme strategies within the Delivery Program, both of 
which were developed having undertaken significant community consultation 
and public exhibition of draft documents.  
 
Risk/Policy/Legislation Considerations: 
Capital Expenditure Guidelines (2010) issued under s23 of the Local 
Government Act provide the framework for a transparent, consistent 
methodology for Council to evaluate a major project of this scale.   
 
These guidelines, outline the necessity for Council to make an informed 
decision before committing resources to those infrastructure projects that are 
expected to cost in excess of 10% of Council’s annual ordinary rate revenue 
or $1m, whichever is the greater. 
 
Whilst technically the current project cost is under the $1m threshold, it is 
considered appropriate and best practice to undertake a capital expenditure 
review for the project.  
 
Council’s capital and operational works in general are covered under 
Council’s Public Liability and Property Insurance Policy with Statewide Mutual.   
 
Additional risks associated with a project of this scale, may require additional 
notation on Council’s Contracts Works Insurance which ensures cover is 
provided for both works in progress, property damage, public liability and 
Contractor default.   
 
Until the RFT process is undertaken, certainty around the cost for supply and 
installation of the BESS will not be known. Specialist energy consultants have 
advised though the project may be delivered under budget.  
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If this was to occur, Council could be in a position where all of the grant 
money may not be fully expended and may require a project variation and/or 
all of the grant funding not be utilised. - This is an unlikely position, but a 
situation the consultants have identified to Council.  
 
Budget Implications: 
Capital Project Estimates: 
This project is currently not included within the 2025/26 Operational Plan, nor 
the 4-year Delivery Program.  
 
Council has to date provided for approximately $33k for grant preparation and 
investigation and design.  
 
The project has an estimated cost of $996,182. 100% of capital funding has 
been secured as follows: 

• $500,000 from Newmont under the Cadia Legacy Fund. 
• $496,182 from the Australia Government under the Community Energy 

Upgrades Fund Round 2 grant program 
The project is currently 100% externally funded with no contribution 
anticipated to be required from Council.  
 
Operating Budget Estimates: 
Operating budget based on information provided by specialist energy 
consultants forecast operational expenses (O&M, platform and battery 
charging (inc. retail fees)) at $55,054 for Year 1.  
 
Revenue figures based on the conservative forecast for Year 1 is $173,541, 
putting the net cashflow position for Year 1 at $118,487.   
 
The 15-year NPV modelling (2 scenarios: conservative and volatile) has been 
prepared by Council staff and is based upon the following inputs: CPI 3.5%, 
discount rate of 7% and Degradation of 1%.  
 
It is highlighted the inputs solely depend on forecast revenue, noting electricity 
prices have been extremely volatile in recent years and are therefore very 
hard to forecast and staff have sought to be conservative (including more 
conservative than the specialist energy consultants).  
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The summarised 15 Year model is provided as enclosure. 
 

Blayney CentrePoint ‘Powering our Future: Blayney Storage Project’ 

Total Project Cost $996,182 

Grant funding secured  $996,182 

Council Contribution  NA ($33k to date in design costs) 

Source of Council Funds NA 

Asset Write Off NA – new asset 

Net cashflow position  $118,487 (year 1) 

Depreciation impact $66k per annum 
 
The full impact of the project has not been modelled through the Long Term 
Financial Plan. A summary of the undiscounted operational impacts to the 
income statement is modelled in the attached summary for both the 
conservative and volatile scenarios.  
 
Under the conservative scenario, the operational impact is expected to be 
break even noting that any anticipated revenues are subject to market 
sensitivities and are difficult to forecast. It should also be noted that 
depreciation expense has been modelled on a straight line basis however in 
reality will be subject to fair value assessment at least at every revaluation 
cycle and the depreciation expense is likely to increase.  
 

Enclosures (following report) 
1 Payback Period & Operational Impact - 15 Years 1 Page 
2 CentrePoint Storage Project 6 Pages 
  

Attachments (separate document) 
Nil  
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04) REPORT OF COUNCIL INVESTMENTS AS AT 30 NOVEMBER 2025 
 
Department:  Corporate Services 
 
Author: Chief Financial Officer 
 
CSP Link: 1. Prioritise transparency, financial sustainability and strong 

partnerships with and for our community 
 
File No: FM.AU.1         
 
 
Recommendation: 
That Council: 
1. Note the report indicating Council’s investment position as of 30 

November 2025. 
2. Note the certification of the Responsible Accounting Officer. 
 
Reason for Report: 
For Council to endorse the Report of Council Investments as at 30 November 
2025. 
 
Report: 
This report provides details of Council’s Investment Portfolio as at 30 
November 2025. 
 
Council’s total investment and cash position as of 30 November 2025 is 
$35,427,020. 
 
Interest on cash and investments accrued for the month of November was 
$117,755. Year to date the total interest accrued on cash and investments is 
$619,176. 
 
Council’s monthly net return on Term Deposits (annualised) for November 
was 4.26% which outperformed the 90-day Bank Bill Swap Rate of 3.66%.  
 
Significant cash inflows from grant funded programs for the month of 
November included: 
 

Funding Program $ 
Financial Assistance Grant – Q2 483,719 
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Register Of Investments and Cash as of 30 November 2025 
Institution Method Rating Maturity Amount 

$ 
Interest 

Rate 
MyState Bank Ltd Curve A2/BBB+ 02/12/2025         500,000  5.100% 
Auswide Bank Ltd IAM A2/BBB+ 09/12/2025         500,000  4.250% 
Auswide Bank Ltd IAM A2/BBB+ 09/12/2025         500,000  5.110% 
IMB Bank Ltd Direct A2/BBB+ 16/12/2025         500,000  4.100% 
Bank of Queensland Curve A2/A- 16/12/2025         500,000  4.650% 
Westpac Direct A1+/AA- 06/01/2026         500,000  4.580% 
B & A Bank Curve A2/A- 13/01/2026         500,000  4.100% 
NAB Direct A1+/AA- 13/01/2026         500,000  4.290% 
Westpac Direct A1+/AA- 20/01/2026         500,000  4.090% 
NAB Direct A1+/AA- 20/01/2026         500,000  4.280% 
Bank of Queensland Curve A2/A- 27/01/2026         500,000  4.250% 
NAB Direct A1+/AA- 27/01/2026         500,000  4.900% 
CBA Direct A1+/AA- 03/02/2026         500,000  4.110% 
NAB Direct A1+/AA- 03/02/2026         500,000  4.300% 
NAB Direct A1+/AA- 10/02/2026         500,000  4.300% 
B & A Bank IAM A2/A- 17/02/2026         500,000  4.100% 
Westpac Direct A1+/AA- 17/02/2026         500,000  4.770% 
NAB Direct A1+/AA- 24/02/2026         500,000  4.200% 
Westpac Direct A1+/AA- 24/02/2026         500,000  4.740% 
Defence Bank Ltd Curve A2/BBB+ 03/03/2026         500,000  4.100% 
Reliance Bank Direct Unrated 03/03/2026         500,000  4.650% 
ING Bank IAM A1/A 10/03/2026         500,000  4.650% 
NAB Direct A1+/AA- 17/03/2026         500,000  4.200% 
CBA Direct A1+/AA- 17/03/2026         500,000  4.220% 
CBA Direct A1+/AA- 24/03/2026         500,000  3.990% 
NAB Direct A1+/AA- 24/03/2026         500,000  4.150% 
CBA Direct A1+/AA- 31/03/2026         500,000  4.000% 
Westpac Direct A1+/AA- 31/03/2026         500,000  4.570% 
NAB Direct A1+/AA- 07/04/2026         500,000  4.180% 
IMB Bank Ltd Direct A2/BBB+ 14/04/2026         500,000  4.050% 
Westpac Direct A1+/AA- 14/04/2026         500,000  4.160% 
CBA Direct A1+/AA- 21/04/2026         500,000  4.080% 
Westpac Direct A1+/AA- 28/04/2026         500,000  4.170% 
CBA Direct A1+/AA- 05/05/2026         500,000  4.020% 
Westpac Direct A1+/AA- 12/05/2026         500,000  4.120% 
Westpac Direct A1+/AA- 19/05/2026         500,000  4.140% 
NAB Direct A1+/AA- 26/05/2026         500,000  4.200% 
NAB Direct A1+/AA- 02/06/2026         500,000  4.200% 
ING Bank IAM A1/A 09/06/2026         500,000  4.050% 
CBA Direct A1+/AA- 16/06/2026         500,000  3.990% 
Bank of Queensland Curve A2/A- 23/06/2026         500,000  4.300% 
MyState Bank Ltd Curve A2/BBB+ 30/06/2026         500,000  4.200% 
NAB Direct A1+/AA- 07/07/2026         500,000  4.050% 
ING Bank Curve A1/A 14/07/2026         500,000  4.130% 
ING Bank Curve A1/A 21/07/2026         500,000  4.150% 
Westpac Direct A1+/AA- 28/07/2026         500,000  4.200% 
Westpac Direct A1+/AA- 04/08/2026         500,000  4.120% 
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NAB Direct A1+/AA- 11/08/2026         500,000  4.250% 
CBA Direct A1+/AA- 18/08/2026         500,000  4.160% 
Westpac Direct A1+/AA- 25/08/2026         500,000  4.090% 
ING Bank Curve A1/A 08/09/2026         500,000  3.960% 
Reliance Bank Direct Unrated 15/09/2026         500,000  4.200% 
CBA Direct A1+/AA- 29/09/2026         500,000  4.130% 
Westpac Direct A1+/AA- 06/10/2026         500,000  4.230% 
CBA Direct A1+/AA- 13/10/2026         500,000  4.130% 
Westpac Direct A1+/AA- 20/10/2026         500,000  4.350% 
NAB Direct A1+/AA- 27/10/2026         500,000  4.150% 
Westpac Direct A1+/AA- 03/11/2026         500,000  4.340% 
NAB Direct A1+/AA- 04/11/2026         500,000  4.250% 
Westpac Direct A1+/AA- 10/11/2026         500,000  4.360% 
NAB Direct A1+/AA- 17/11/2026         500,000  4.250% 
Total Investments    30,500,000  4.264% 
Commonwealth Bank - At Call Account (1)         607,706  3.500% 
Commonwealth Bank Balance - General (1)      3,809,370  3.450% 
Reliance Bank (1)   

 
        509,944  0.000% 

Total Cash and Investments(2) 
 

   35,427,020  
 

Benchmarks:  
 

BBSW 90 Day Index (1) 
 

3.663%  
 RBA Cash Rate (1)  3.600% 

1. % Interest rates as at end of reporting period. 
2. Total cash reported as per bank statements at the reporting date. 
 

Summary of Investment (Cash) Movements - November 2025 
Financial Institution 

 
Amount 

$ 
Commentary 

NAB  (517,490) Term deposit matured 04/11/2025 
NAB  500,000 Term deposit reinvested 04/11/2025 
Westpac  (506,651) Term deposit matured 04/11/2025 
Westpac  500,000 Term deposit reinvested 04/11/2025 
Westpac  (525,679) Term deposit matured 11/11/2025 
Westpac  500,000 Term deposit reinvested 11/11/2025 
NAB  (517,090) Term deposit matured 18/11/2025 
NAB  500,000 Term deposit reinvested 18/11/2025 
BOQ  (517,441) Term deposit matured 25/11/2025 
BOQ  500,000 Term deposit reinvested 25/11/2025 
Westpac  (515,948) Term deposit matured 25/11/2025 
Westpac  500,000 Term deposit reinvested 25/11/2025 
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Long Term Credit Rating (or Moody’s, 

Fitch, S&P or Equivalent) 
Policy 

Maximum 
% 

Current 
Holding 

% 

Current 
Holding 

$ 
TCorp IM Funds 100% 0% - 
AAA – AA Category 100% 69% 21,000,000  
A- Category 40% 16% 5,000,000  
BBB+ Category 25% 11%  3,500,000  
BBB Category 5% 0%    - 
BBB- Category and below: Local (a) ADI's 10% 3% 1,000,000 
BBB+ / BBB / BBB- & below categories 
combined 

25% 15% 
 

a. ADI's located within the Local Government Area 
                

30,500,000  
 

Individual Institution Limit Rating Policy Maximum 
$ 

Current Holding 
$  

Auswide Bank  A2/BBB+                 1,000,000   1,000,000   
Bank of Queensland A2/A-                 3,000,000   1,500,000   
Bendigo & Adelaide Bank A2/A-                 3,000,000   1,000,000   
CBA A1+/AA-                 8,000,000   5,000,000   
Defence Bank Ltd A2/BBB+                  1,000,000   500,000   
IMB Bank Ltd A2/BBB+                 1,000,000   1,000,000   
ING Bank A1/A                 3,000,000   2,500,000   
MyState Bank Ltd A2/BBB+                 1,000,000   1,000,000   
NAB A1+/AA-                 8,000,000   8,000,000   
Reliance Bank Unrated                 1,000,000   1,000,000   
Westpac A1+/AA-                 8,000,000   8,000,000   

Total Investments 
 

30,500,000 
 

 
Summary of Restricted, Allocated and Unrestricted Cash & Investments 

  Actual(4) Actual Forecast (3) 

  30/06/2025 30/11/2025 30/06/2026 
  $ 000's $ 000's $ 000's 
External Cash Restrictions 14,619 14,565 11,991 
Internal Cash Allocations 16,064 13,787 6,557 
Total Restricted, Allocated Cash & 
Investments   30,683     28,352    18,548   
Unrestricted Cash 2,852 7,075 4,582 
Total Restricted, Allocated and 
Unrestricted Cash & Investments 33,535 35,427 23,130 

3. Balances forecasted are informed by the Long-Term Financial Plan and based on the best 
available information at time of preparation. 
4. Balances are per the audited 2024/25 Financial Statements. 
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CERTIFICATION – RESPONSIBLE ACCOUNTING OFFICER 
I, Tiffaney Irlam, certify that the investments listed in this report have been 
made in accordance with s.625 of the Local Government Act (1993), the Local 
Government (General) Regulation (2021) and Council Policy. 
 
Risk/Policy/Legislation Considerations: 
The Responsible Accounting Officer must table a written report to Council on 
money invested pursuant to s.625 of the Local Government Act (1993). 
Investments made are in accord with the framework established within 
Council’s Investment Policy. 
 
Budget Implications: 
A good investment strategy optimises Council’s return on investments. 
 

Enclosures (following report) 
Nil  

Attachments (separate document) 
Nil  
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05) ADOPTION OF CODE OF MEETING PRACTICE 
 
Department:  Corporate Services 
 
Author: Director Corporate Services 
 
CSP Link: 2. A connected, healthy and inclusive community 
 
File No: GO.PO.1         
 
 
Recommendation: 
That Council adopt the Code of Meeting Practice and it be updated to 
Council’s Policy Register. 
 
Reason for Report: 
For Council to adopt the revised Code of Meeting Practice that reflects the 
new requirements under the Local Government Act 1993 and the Local 
Government (General) Regulation 2021.  
 
Report: 
Council at its meeting held 28 October 2025 endorsed the Draft Code of 
Meeting Practice for the prescribed period of public exhibition. The closing 
date for submissions is 15 December 2025 and at the time of report 
preparation no submissions were received.  
 
Should a submission be received following issue of the Business paper the 
submission will be distributed under separate cover.  
 
There was however an error identified in clause 3.1 - Time of ordinary council 
meetings. The attached document proposes amendment of this clause to 
reflect that where a Council meeting falls on a Tuesday that is a public 
holiday, the Council meeting shall be held as otherwise determined. 
 
The objective of the Code of Meeting Practice is to provide a model for the 
convening and conduct of Council and Committee meetings. It establishes 
policy and guidelines for Council and promotes accountability to the 
community. 
 
The revised Code reflects the recently released Code of Meeting Practice by 
the Office of Local Government and ensures consistency with best practice 
standards, increases transparency in decision-making, and reflects the current 
operational environment, including hybrid meetings and greater community 
expectations for accessibility and accountability. 
 
The commencement date for the new code is 1 January 2026, whether or not 
Council has adopted its policy. 
 
A copy of the draft Code of Meeting Practice is attached for reference. 
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Risk/Policy/Legislation Considerations: 
Council is required to adopt a code of meeting practice that incorporates the 
mandatory provisions of the Model Meeting Code prescribed by the 
Regulation. A council’s adopted meeting code must not contain provisions that 
are inconsistent with the mandatory provisions.   
 
Risk of Extended Meetings  
As reported previously, with the discontinuation of Councillor briefing 
sessions, there is an inherent risk that formal Council meetings may become 
significantly longer.  
 
In the absence of a dedicated opportunity to discuss complex matters and 
seek clarification in advance, more time is likely to be spent during the formal 
session addressing questions that would previously have been resolved 
through briefings.  
 
Extended meetings have potential to impact decision-making quality, staff and 
Councillor fatigue, resourcing and the overall safety and welfare particularly 
for those travelling after hours.  
 
To mitigate these risks and maintain effective governance practices, Council 
may wish to consider alternative meeting arrangements, such as the 
introduction of daytime meetings or earlier start times, to support informed 
deliberation while upholding other obligations.  
 
This can be considered in August or September 2026 when Council sets the 
next 12 months of meeting dates and time.  
 
Budget Implications: 
There are no significant financial implications associated with the exhibition or 
adoption of the draft Code of Meeting Practice. Costs will be limited to 
advertising and administrative support, which are within existing budget 
allocations in Council’s 2025/26 Operational Plan. 
 

Enclosures (following report) 
Nil  

Attachments (separate document) 
1 Code of Meeting Practice 51 Pages 
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06) REVIEW OF COUNCIL POLICIES 
 
Department:  Corporate Services 
 
Author: Director Corporate Services 
 
CSP Link: 1. Prioritise transparency, financial sustainability and strong 

partnerships with and for our community 
 
File No: GO.PO.1         
 
 
Recommendation: 
That Council; 
1. Endorse the following policies and place them on public exhibition for a 

period of not less than 42 days. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
2. Provided no submissions are received, adopt the policies and update 

Council’s Policy Register. 

Policy Name 
Artificial Intelligence Policy 
Pensioner and Hardship Policy 
Privacy Management Plan 
Road Hierarchy, Renewal and Maintenance Policy 
Planning Agreement Policy  
Pathway Hierarchy, Standard and Maintenance Policy 
Fitness Instructors and Group Trainers Policy 
Recycled Water Policy 

 
Reason for Report: 
For the Council to review and endorse Council’s strategic policies for 
adoption, subject to public exhibition. 
 
Report: 
Council has undertaken a review of policies as shown below as part of the 
policy review program. 
 
In the interest of public transparency, the following policies would normally be 
proposed for public exhibition for a period of not less than 28 days. Given the 
holiday season it is proposed that this be extended to 42 days. 
 
The following new policy is submitted for consideration by Council: 

Policy Objective Comment 
AI Policy To establish the strategic framework 

for governing artificial intelligence (AI) 
use across Council, ensuring privacy, 
security, accountability and public trust. 
 

Policy modelled on 
document provided 
by the CNSWJO 
Chief Information 
Security Officer. 
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The following existing policies proposed are with minimal changes since last 
adopted and amendments are tracked in the document for reference: 

Policy Objective Comment 
Pensioner 
and hardship 
Policy 

To provide a framework in response to 
applications from property owners, 
ratepayers and customers 
experiencing genuine hardship in 
meeting their commitment to payment 
of their rates, annual charges and fees 
to Council. 

Minor amendments 
made. 

Privacy 
Management 
Plan 

To ensure Council information is used 
in accordance with the principles of 
open and transparent government, 
within the parameters of confidentiality 
and the Privacy and Personal 
Information Act, 1998. 

Minor amendments 
made. 

Road 
Hierarchy, 
Renewal and 
Maintenance 
Policy 

To provide a framework around 
maintenance of public roads to ensure 
compliance with relevant legislative 
requirements, within financial 
constraints, and as determined in 
Council’s Transportation Asset 
Management Plan and Long-Term 
Financial Plan. 

Minor amendments 
made. 

Planning 
Agreement 
Policy  

To provide a clear framework and 
sound governance for the negotiation 
and management of planning 
agreements in the Blayney local 
government area. 

Minor amendments 
made.  

Pathway 
Hierarchy, 
Standard 
and 
Maintenance 
Policy 

To outline Council’s level of service for 
pathway maintenance activities and 
details procedures for the management 
of the pathway network and related 
infrastructure. 

Minor amendments 
made. 

Fitness 
Instructors 
and Group 
Trainers 
Policy 

To provide a framework for the 
effective management of the 
commercial use of Blayney Shire 
Council’s Parks and other Public Open 
Spaces, for personal and group fitness 
training activities, and to minimise the 
disturbance of the general public’s use 
of these facilities 

Minor amendments 
made. 

Recycled 
Water Policy 

To detail the requirements for 
managing Council’s recycled water 
system. 

Minor amendments 
made. 
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Risk/Policy/Legislation Considerations: 
Nil 
 
Budget Implications: 
Nil 
 

Enclosures (following report) 
Nil  

Attachments (separate document) 
1 Draft Artifical Intelligence Policy 4 Pages 
2 Draft Pensioner and Hardship 5 Pages 
3 Draft Privacy Management Plan 58 Pages 
4 Draft Road Hierarchy Renewal and Maintenance 

policy 12 Pages 
5 Draft Planning Agreement Policy 16 Pages 
6 Draft Pathway Hierarchy, Standard and Maintenance 

Policy 7 Pages 
7 Draft Fitness Instructors and Group Trainers Policy 7 Pages 
8 Draft Recycled Water Policy 5 Pages 
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07) ADOPTION OF UNREASONABLE AND UNREASONABLY 
PERSISTENT CUSTOMER POLICY 

 
Department:  Corporate Services 
 
Author: Director Corporate Services 
 
CSP Link: 1. Prioritise transparency, financial sustainability and strong 

partnerships with and for our community 
 
File No: GO.PO.1         
 
 
Recommendation: 
That Council; 
1. Receive the report on Adoption of the Unreasonable and Unreasonably 

Persistent Customer Policy; 
2. Note the one submission on the Adoption of the Unreasonable and 

Unreasonably Persistent Customer Policy received during the public 
exhibition period; 

3. Adopt the Unreasonable and Unreasonably Persistent Customer Policy 
and it be included in Council’s policy register. 

 
Reason for Report: 
For Council to consider the submission received during the period of public 
exhibition and consider adoption of the Unreasonable and Unreasonably 
Persistent Customer Policy. 
 
Report: 
Council at its meeting held 28 October 2025 resolved to endorse the 
Unreasonable and Unreasonably Persistent Customer Policy and place it on 
public exhibition.  
 
The Policy is a commitment to: 
• Ensuring that all customers are treated fairly and reasonably.  
• Providing guidance, education and training as appropriate for staff and 

Councillors in dealing with customers.  
• Ensuring that Council resources are used efficiently and effectively when 

dealing with customers. 
• That unreasonable requests, persistent behaviour and harassment is 

reduced. 
 
The closing date for submissions was 1 December 2025 and at the conclusion 
of this period 1 submission had been received.  
 
The submission is a detailed document concerning the Unreasonable and 
Unreasonably Persistent Customer Policy. It outlines the author’s background 
and extensive experience as a Councillor at a number of councils, a 
professional, and a complainant, and contends that Council should not have 
such a policy. 
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The submission is recommended for notation with no amendments to the 
policy.  
 
A copy of the Adoption of the Unreasonable and Unreasonably Persistent 
Customer Policy and submission are provided as an attachment to this 
business paper. 
 
Risk/Policy/Legislation Considerations: 
The policy represents an important commitment by Council to ensure 
customers are treated fairly and reasonably, while also promoting the efficient 
and effective use of Council resources and safeguarding staff from abuse, 
stress, and unreasonable behaviour. 
 
Budget Implications: 
Nil 
 

Enclosures (following report) 
Nil  

Attachments (separate document) 
1 Submission - Unreasonable and Unreasonably 

Persistent Customer Policy 7 Pages 
This matter is considered to be confidential under 
Section 10A(2) (e) of the Local Government Act, as it 
deals with information that would, if disclosed, 
prejudice the maintenance of law. 
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08) SUSTAINABLE COLLECTIONS PROJECT 2026 - 2027 
 
Department:  Corporate Services 
 
Author: Director Corporate Services 
 
CSP Link: 1. Prioritise transparency, financial sustainability and strong 

partnerships with and for our community 
 
File No: RC.MG.2         
 
 
Recommendation: 
That Council; 
1. Provide in-principle support for for contribution towards the Sustainable 

Collections Project of $10k per annum, for 2 years, commencing 2026/27; 
and  

2. Refer the consideration of the request for funding to the 2026/27 – 
2029/30 Delivery Plan and 2026/27 Operational Plan deliberations.  

 
Reason for Report: 
For Council to be updated on the revitalisation of the Sustainable Collections 
Project and a request by Orange City Council for a contribution of $10k per 
annum, for 2 years, commencing 2026/27 as part of a joint funding 
arrangement. 
 
Report: 
Council has been advised that the Orange City Council has been successful 
in sourcing grant funding through Create NSW for the Sustainable Collections 
Project.  
 
The project entails supporting 12 museums across the Orange, Blayney and 
Cabonne local government areas and will focus on disaster preparation, paper 
conservation and conservation. 
 
An amount of $25k p.a. in grant funding, through Create NSW, has been 
allocated and with contributions in the amount of $10k p.a., over 2 years, 
sought from Orange City Council (OCC), Cabonne Council and Blayney Shire 
Council. 
 
The Sustainable Collections Project was a successful program that was run 
from as early as 2007/08 with the last round of grant funding with contributions 
from councils in the period 2014/15 – 2016/17.  
 
The program has provided invaluable support, professional expertise and 
capacity building for volunteer museum and history groups. In the following 
years, after discontinuation of grant funding, OCC still provided limited support 
to groups, be it at a significantly smaller scale within existing staff resource 
allocation. 
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A report and program budget and benefits summary, from Orange City 
Council’s Community Museum and Heritage Manager, are attached and 
provide a more detailed outline of the proposed program.   
 
Risk/Policy/Legislation Considerations: 
Council’s participation in the program is integral for the compliance with 
conditions of grant funding sourced.  
 
Budget Implications: 
Council has no provision for this activity in its forward financial plan. Funding 
of this project will require an additional vote of funds in the 2026/27 and 
2027/28 years. An amount of $25k in grant funding has been sourced for the 
Sustainable Collections Project on the basis of individual contributions of $10k 
by Orange, Cabonne and Blayney Councils. 
 

Enclosures (following report) 
1 OCC Community Museum and Heritage Manager 

Report 4 Pages 
2 Program budget and benefits for museums and 

councils 2 Pages 
  

Attachments (separate document) 
Nil  
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09) REDMOND OVAL LICENCE: DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION   
 
Department:  Corporate Services 
 
Author: Director Corporate Services 
 
CSP Link: 1. Prioritise transparency, financial sustainability and strong 

partnerships with and for our community 
 
File No: PM.LO.6         
 
 
Recommendation: 
That Council;  
1. Acting in its capacity as Crown Reserve Manager, consent to a licence 

being issued to Minister for Education and Early Learning for a period of 
twenty one (21) years for part of Crown Reserve R29953 (part Lot 235 DP 
750384) known as Unnamed Reserve (Redmond Oval).  

2. Acting in its capacity as Crown Reserve Manager, apply a licence fee of 
$622 (including GST) per annum being the statutory minimum rental 
prescribed.  

3. Endorse the Director Corporate Services to finalise the Licence agreement 
terms with the Minister for Education and Early Learning.  

4. Authorise the Mayor and General Manager to sign and execute the 
Licence and affix the Council Seal, if required.  

 
Reason for Report: 
To obtain Council approval, as Crown Reserve Manager, for the issue of a 
licence for 21 years to the Minister for Education and Early Learning, for Part 
Redmond Oval as conditioned within DA 63/2021 consent.  
 
Report: 
In October 2023 Council approved a 1 year licence to the Minister for 
Education and Early Learning for use of part of the Redmond Oval (Crown 
Reserve No 29953). The arrangement originates from a condition of DA 
63/2021 for Millthorpe School Redevelopment that required a licence for use 
of the parking area to be entered into.   
 
A lengthy term was sought for the licence however was not possible until the 
Plan of Management, adopted by Council in April 2025, was finalised. The 
maximum period of 21 years is now proposed for this arrangement.  A licence 
in this matter is considered the best solution as it allows the area to be 
available to other users of the reserve and does not confer exclusive use.  
 
The licence fee sought is that associated with the previous existing licence. 
Crown Lands NSW requires a statutory minimum licence of $622 (2025/26) to 
be included in the licence. 
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Each party are to bear the financial responsibility for payment of all outgoings 
associated with preparation of the licence. Council will bear all costs 
associated with maintenance of the licence area.  
 
The existing licence is proposed for endorsement however may be subject to 
review and amendment requests by the Department of Planning and 
Environment – Crown Lands and / or NSW Education. To this end, Council 
approval for the General Manager is sought for minor amendments to finalise 
the agreement. 
 
Risk/Policy/Legislation Considerations: 
The Crown Reserve manager system provides a framework for Council to 
participate in the management of reserves in our local government area. A 
reserve manager is the legal body holding ownership of reserved or dedicated 
Crown land on a temporary basis (being for the life of that reserve trust), for 
the purposes of facilitating the management of the land on behalf of the 
public.  
 
The Crown Reserve Manager is set up under the Crown Land Management 
Act 2016 to have responsibility for the care, control and management of a 
Crown reserve. A manager can only make decisions and take actions 
concerning the reserve, if those decisions and actions are in the interests of 
the reserve and the public and are consistent with the range of powers and 
responsibilities set out in the Crown Land Management Act 2016.  
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Budget Implications: 
All costs associated with preparation of the licence is to be borne by each 
party. The licensee will be required to pay a licence of $622. All costs 
associated with maintenance of the Redmond Oval including the licence area 
remain with Council. 
 

Enclosures (following report) 
Nil  

Attachments (separate document) 
1 Draft Licence for Redmond Oval - Education 31 Pages 
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10) REVIEW OF AUDIT RISK, AND IMPROVEMENT COMMITTEE 
 
Department:  Corporate Services 
 
Author: Director Corporate Services 
 
CSP Link: 1. Prioritise transparency, financial sustainability and strong 

partnerships with and for our community 
 
File No: CM.ME.17         
 
 
Recommendation: 
That Council; 
1. Receive the report of the Review of the Audit, Risk and Improvement 

Committee.  
2. Amend the Audit, Risk and Improvement Committee Terms of Reference – 

Clause 9.2 Dispute Resolution as follows: 
a. Delete:  

“In the event of a disagreement between the committee and the 
General Manager or other senior managers, the dispute is to be 
resolved by the governing body.”  

b. Add: 
“In the event of a disagreement between the committee and the 
General Manager, the dispute is to be resolved by the governing 
body.  
 
In the event of a disagreement between the committee and Council 
staff, excluding the General Manager, the dispute is to be resolved 
by the General Manager”. 

3. Arrange for the Mayor and Independent Chair of the Audit, Risk and 
Improvement Committee to meet prior to the next meeting to discuss 
outcomes of the Review of the Audit, Risk and Improvement 
Committee. 

 
Reason for Report: 
For Council to receive a report of the Review of the Audit, Risk and 
Improvement Committee and approve amendment of the Terms of Reference, 
as recommended. 
 
Report: 
Council at its meeting held 23 June 2025 (resolution 2506/011) resolved:  
 
That Council; 

……  
3. In accordance with 9.5 of the ARIC terms of reference undertake a 

review of the effectiveness of the ARIC including a review of the terms 
of reference. The review Committee is to comprise the Mayor, Deputy 
Mayor, Councillor Johnston, the General Manager and the Director 
Corporate Services, with a report back to Council. 
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Meetings of the panel were held during the ensuing period with 
recommendations made on future operations of the Audit, Risk and 
Improvement Committee (ARIC).  
 
Of significance was an anomaly found in the ARIC Terms of Reference under 
clause 9.2 Dispute Resolution that states:  
 
“In the event of a disagreement between the committee and the General 
Manager or other senior managers, the dispute is to be resolved by the 
governing body.”  
 
The panel has recommended that the above wording be deleted in the Terms 
of Reference clause 9.2 and be replaced with: 
 
“In the event of a disagreement between the committee and the General 
Manager, the dispute is to be resolved by the governing body.  
 
In the event of a disagreement between the committee and Council staff, 
excluding the General Manager, the dispute is to be resolved by the General 
Manager”. 
 
Of the other recommendations, it is proposed that the Mayor and General 
Manager work with the newly appointed ARIC Chair on minor amendments to 
the committee meeting process. 
 
Risk/Policy/Legislation Considerations: 
The Audit, Risk and Improvement Committee (the Committee) has been 
established to promote good corporate governance in Council. Good 
corporate governance of the Council ensures that the people of Blayney Shire 
receive the services that they need in an effective and efficient manner, 
delivered with honesty and integrity.  
 
The objective of the Committee is to provide independent assurance and 
assistance to Council with respect to the following key areas as per Section 
428A of the Local Government Act 1993.  
 
The Committee is an independent advisory committee that assists the Council 
to fulfil its oversight responsibilities. 
 
Budget Implications: 
Costs associated with holding of Committee meetings, sitting fees for 
independent members and associated service reviews / audits are provided 
for in Council’s 2025/26 Operational Plan for this purpose. 
 

Enclosures (following report) 
Nil  
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Attachments (separate document) 
1 Recommendations from the Review of the Audit, Risk 

and Improvement Committee 7 Pages 
This matter is considered to be confidential under 
Section 10A(2) (e) of the Local Government Act, as it 
deals with information that would, if disclosed, 
prejudice the maintenance of law. 
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11) MINUTES OF THE AUDIT, RISK AND IMPROVEMENT COMMITTEE 
MEETING HELD 13 NOVEMBER 2025 

 
Department:  Corporate Services 
 
Author: Director Corporate Services 
 
CSP Link: 1. Prioritise transparency, financial sustainability and strong 

partnerships with and for our community 
 
File No: CM.ME.17         
 
 
Recommendation: 
That Council;  
1. Receive the Minutes of the Audit, Risk and Improvement Committee 

meeting held 13 November 2025. 
2. Approve amendment of Policy 4C - Corporate Credit Card Policy to reflect 

that authorisation of the Mayor Credit card be amended from Chief 
Financial Officer to Director Corporate Services. 

3. Consider whether amendments to other policies are required to address 
differences between policies and general accepted practices as noted in 
the Credit Card Compliance Review report. 

4. Note the conclusion of the tenure of outgoing Chairperson, Donna Rygate, 
and that she be thanked for her services as both an Independent Member 
and Independent Chairperson of the Audit, Risk and Improvement 
Committee. 

 
Reason for Report: 
For Council to endorse the minutes of the Blayney Shire Audit, Risk and 
Improvement committee meeting held 13 November 2025. 
 
Report: 
The Audit, Risk and Improvement Committee (ARIC) held its meeting 13 
November 2025.  
 
Of significance to Council from this meeting were the following items: 

• A Cyber Security Update from Council’s Manager Information 
Technology and CNSWJO Chief Information Security Officer for the 
August to October 2025 quarter.  

• A report on the 2024/25 Financial Statements and tabling of the 2025 
Audit Engagement Closing Report received from the NSW Audit Office.  

• Tabling of a report on Corporate Credit Card compliance activities for 
the period January 2025 – June 2025 by Council’s Chief Financial 
Officer. 
 
Outcomes from this report included: 

o Recommendation for amendment to Policy 4C - Corporate 
Credit Card Policy to reflect that authorisation of the Mayor 
Credit card be amended from Chief Financial Officer to Director 
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Corporate Services to ensure that future compliance reviews by 
the Chief Financial Officer remain impartial. 

o Assessment of whether amendments to other policies are 
required to address differences between policies and general 
accepted practices noted in the Credit Card Compliance Review 
report. 

o Compliance Review findings to be communicated to relevant 
elected members and officers, together with a reminder of their 
compliance obligations and the impending internal audit of 
councillor facilities and expenses. 

• Tabling of the Annual Report for the period 1 July 2024 to 30 June 
2025, as adopted by Council and lodged with the OLG.  

• An update on the Fraud Risk Health Assessment and appointment of 
National Audits Group to conduct the review.  

• A report on the review of Council’s Delegations Register and notation 
of policies and procedures in place for the management and exercise 
of delegations.  

• An update regarding superannuation payments to Committee members 
and the proposed approach to future payment of fees and 
superannuation to Committee independent members.  

• It was the final meeting for the Committee Chairperson, Donna Rygate, 
who has served almost 8 years on the Audit, Risk and Improvement 
Committee. Throughout her appointment, she has served as an 
Independent Member and later as the Independent Chairperson. 
 

The full business paper from the Blayney Shire Audit, Risk and Improvement 
committee is available to Councillors for reference on the Councillor Portal 
under Committee Information. 
 
The minutes of the meeting held are tabled below:  

MINUTES OF THE BLAYNEY SHIRE COUNCIL AUDIT, RISK & 
IMPROVEMENT COMMITTEE MEETING 

 HELD ONLINE 13 NOVEMBER 2025, COMMENCING AT 9:04 AM 
 

 Present:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

*
S

Donna Rygate Independent - Chairperson 
Stephen Coates Independent member 
Liz Jeremy Independent member 
Cr. John Newstead Councillor - non-voting 
Ron Gillard Observer (Future Chairperson) 
Anton Franze Director Corporate Services – Secretariat 
Jacob Hogan* Director Infrastructure Services - SME 
Tiffaney Irlam* Chief Financial Officer – SME 
Morgan Lee Hewitt* Trainee Finance Officer – SME 
Vicki Walker* WHS & Risk Coordinator – SME 
Glenn Newman* Manager Information Technology - SME 
Jordan Welden-Iley* Chief Information Security Officer, Central NSW 

Joint Organisation – SME 
Marvic Estocapio* Intentus (External Audit Service Provider for NSW 

Audit Office) – SME  
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SME – subject matter expert. 
 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY 
 

APOLOGIES 
 

 

 
 

 
 DISCLOSURES OF INTEREST  

The following standing Disclosure of Interests were reported: 
 

Committee 
Member/Staff Interest Item Pg Report Reason 

D. Rygate  - - - 

Chair of Cabonne Shire Council, 
Upper Macquarie County Council 
and Central Tablelands Water ARIC 
Committees (Standing disclosure). 

D. Rygate  - - - 
Member of Western Regional 
Planning Panel (Standing 
disclosure). 

D. Rygate  - - - Member of Energy Co Board 
(Standing disclosure). 

D. Rygate  - - - 

Chair of Central Tablelands Local 
Land Services (LLS) and member of 
Statewide Board (Standing 
disclosure). 

D. Rygate  - - - Chair of Audit Committee, Service 
NSW (Standing disclosure). 

Minutes are adopted by consensus unless stated otherwise. 
 
Confirmation of Minutes 
 
2511/001 MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING HELD 14 AUGUST 

2025 
 Recommendation: 

That the Minutes of the Audit, Risk and Improvement Committee 
Meeting held 14 August 2025 be received. 
 

 
Reports 
 
2511/002 WHS AND RISK REPORT 
 Recommendation: 

That the WHS and Risk Report be received. 
 

 
2511/003 CYBER SECURITY UPDATE 
 Recommendation: 

That the Committee note the Cyber Security Update and 
CNSWJO Chief Information Security Officer update for the 
August to October 2025 quarter. 
 

 
  

Mark Dicker General Manager - non-voting observer 
Cr. Bruce Reynolds Mayor - non-voting observer 
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2511/004 FINANCE ACTIVITIES REPORT: AUGUST 2025 - NOVEMBER 
2025 

 Recommendation: 
That the Finance Activities report for period August 2025 – 
November 2025 be received. 
 

 
2511/005 2024/25 FINANCIAL STATEMENTS AND ENGAGEMENT 

CLOSING REPORT 
 Recommendation: 

That the Audit, Risk and Improvement Committee notes report on 
the 2024/25 Financial Statements and the 2025 Audit 
Engagement Closing Report received from the NSW Audit Office. 
 

Marvic Estocapio (Intentus) left meeting at 9.46am 
2511/006 CORPORATE CREDIT CARD COMPLIANCE REVIEW 

JANUARY - JUNE 2025 
 Recommendation: 

1. That the report on Corporate Credit Card compliance 
activities for the period January 2025 – June 2025 be 
received. 

2. That the recommendation for amendment to Policy 4C - 
Corporate Credit Card Policy, to ensure that future 
compliance reviews by the Chief Financial Officer remain 
impartial, be referred to Council for action. 

3. That Council consider whether amendments to other policies 
are required to address differences between policies and 
general accepted practices as noted in the Credit Card 
Compliance Review report.  

5. That the Compliance Review findings be communicated to 
relevant elected members and officers, together with a 
reminder of their compliance obligations and the impending 
audit of councillor facilities and expenses. 

 
 
2511/007 BLAYNEY SHIRE COUNCIL 2024/25 ANNUAL REPORT 
 Recommendation: 

That the Annual Report for the period 1 July 2024 to 30 June 
2025, as adopted by Council and lodged with the Office of local 
Government, be noted.  
 

 
2511/008 INTERNAL AUDIT UPDATE: FRAUD RISK HEALTH 

ASSESSMENT 
 Recommendation: 

That the committee note: 
1. The update on the Fraud Risk Health Assessment. 
2. The appointment of National Audits Group to conduct the 

Fraud Risk Health Assessment. 
3. The proposed timeframe for work to be undertaken. 
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2511/009 REVIEW OF DELEGATIONS REGISTER 
 Recommendation: 

That the Committee: 
1. Note the report on the review of Council’s Delegations 

Register. 
2. Note the policies and procedures in place for the 

management and exercise of delegations. 
 

 
2511/010 INDEPENDENT MEMBER SUPERANNUATION 
 Recommendation: 

That the Committee note the update regarding superannuation 
payments to Committee members and the proposed approach to 
future payment of fees and superannuation to Committee 
independent members. 
 

 
2511/011 SCHEDULE OF OUTSTANDING AUDIT RECOMMENDATIONS 
 Recommendation: 

That the Schedule of Outstanding Audit Recommendations 
report be received. 
 

 
2511/012 UPDATE ON MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS 
 Recommendation: 

That the Update on Major Developments report be received. 
 

 
2511/013 PRESCRIBED FUNCTIONS ACTIVITY REPORT 
 Recommendation: 

That the Audit, Risk and Improvement Committee receive the 
report on Prescribed Functions outlining activities on Internal 
Audit, External Audit, Internal Controls, Legislative Compliance, 
Fraud and corruption prevention, Financial Management, 
Governance, Business Improvement, Service reviews and 
Strategic Planning. 
 

 
As this was the Chair’s final meeting, she extended her appreciation to the 
Committee, Councillors, observers, and staff for their support and 
contributions throughout her tenure. 
 
There being no further business, the meeting concluded at 10.37am 
 
Risk/Policy/Legislation Considerations: 
The Audit, Risk and Improvement Committee (the Committee) has been 
established to promote good corporate governance in Council. Good 
corporate governance of the Council ensures that the people of Blayney Shire 
receive the services that they need in an effective and efficient manner, 
delivered with honesty and integrity.  
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The objective of the Committee is to provide independent assurance and 
assistance to Council with respect to the following key areas as per Section 
428A of the Local Government Act 1993. Such areas include compliance; risk 
management; fraud control; internal control; financial management; 
governance; service reviews; other matters prescribed by the regulations, and 
execution of Council functions.  
 
The Committee is an independent advisory committee that assists the Council 
to fulfil its oversight responsibilities. 
 
Budget Implications: 
Costs associated with holding of Committee meetings, sitting fees for 
independent members and associated service reviews / audits are provided 
for in Council’s 2025/26 Operational Plan for this purpose.   
 

Enclosures (following report) 
Nil  

Attachments (separate document) 
Nil  
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12) INFRASTRUCTURE SERVICES MONTHLY REPORT  
 
Department:  Infrastructure Services 
 
Author: Director Infrastructure Services 
 
CSP Link: 3. Infrastructure is resilient, fit for purpose and maintained to 

support our community 
 
File No: GO.ME.1         
 
 
Recommendation: 
That Council note the Infrastructure Services Monthly Report for December 
2025. 
 
Reason for Report: 
This report presents an update to Council on current projects, construction 
and maintenance activities within the Blayney Shire being managed or 
undertaken by Council’s Infrastructure Services Department.  
 
The report outlines work that has been carried out over the past month as well 
as status of major projects.   
 
Report: 
Maintenance works  
Patching was undertaken on Carcoar Road, Forest Reefs Road, Belubula 
Way, Mandurama Road, Neville Road, Hobbys Yards Road, Barry Road, 
Three Brothers Road, Moorilda Road, and Wimbledon Road since the last 
report. Patching was also undertaken in the local streets of Blayney, 
Lyndhurst, and Neville. Council is still currently procuring cationic bitumen 
emulsion from Orange City Council. 
   
Maintenance grading works have been undertaken on Spring Hill Road, 
Gartholme Road, Myers Lane, Quarry Farm Lane, Souths Lane, Bradene 
Road, and Gallymont Road. 
 
No gravel resheeting works were undertaken since the last report, as Council 
trucks have been resourcing the completion of the Hobbys Yards Road 
rehabilitation project. 
 
Roadside mowing has been completed on Hobbys Yards Road, Four Mile 
Creek Road, Panuara Road, Cadia Road, Burnt Yards Road, and 
Errowanbang Road. Some of these roads are listed as roads forming 
Transport Corridor Fire Breaks in Council’s BFMP, and as such it was 
particularly prudent to mow these coming into bushfire season. 
 
Works are underway to repair a recent failure on the entrance to Walkom 
Road and is likely to be reopened before Christmas.  
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Open Spaces and Facilities 
Shadesail replacements at Heritage Park have been completed. The play train 
is with the Blayney Men’s Shed for restoration.  
 
Vandalism has increased in recent weeks particularly at Heritage Park. 
Recent issues include frequent damage to the toilet block, destruction of 
multiple solar lights along the Belubula River Boardwalk and removal and 
damage to pavers in Carcoar Street. 
 
A contractor for the repair of the lights at the Blayney Tennis Courts has been 
engaged.  
 
Mowing remains a priority for the Parks and Gardens team. 
 
Sewer Treatment Plant (STP)  
Business as usual for the sewer treatment plant over the last month. No major 
issues to report. Preparatory works for the Christmas shutdown include 
preventative cleaning of particular sewer lines at a higher risk of blockage 
over the break. 
 
Major Projects  
Note: costs/budgets are reported for the current financial year only. 
 

Rodd Street Culvert Repairs – Natural Disaster AGRN1034  

Due Date  Revised 
Budget 

YTD 
$ 

Expenditure 
this Month  

$ 

Total 
Expenditure 

YTD 
$ 

Committed 
Expenditure 

YTD 
$ 

Estimated 
Total Project 

Costs  
$ 

June 2026  408,270 327 196,802 140,392 337,195 

Commentary  

• All works are now complete. 

Forecast (1-3 months)   

• Monitor for defects. 
• Finalise project costings. 
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Richards Lane – R4R9  
Due Date  Revised 

Budget 
YTD 

$ 

Expenditure 
this Month 

$  

Total 
Expenditure 

YTD 
$ 

Committed 
Expenditure 

YTD 
$ 

Estimated 
Total Project 

Costs 
$  

Dec. 2025 2,587,673 8,433 76,266 2,143,793 2,437,989 
Commentary 

• Preliminary items of the contract and pre-construction documentation are 
being compiled by the contractor for both the local road and state road 
portions of work. 

• Contractor establishment occurred 10/11/25. 
• Contractor working on road widening section Ch35-CH500, a variation has 

been instructed to rectify latent conditions found in the subgrade.  
• Richards Lane entrance off Millthorpe Road will be closed over the Christmas 

break, with residential traffic required to access Richards Lane via Crowson 
Street.  

Forecast (1-3 months)  
• Bulk earthworks, cut/fills to subgrade and culvert installation.  
• Road pavement construction in local road section.  
• Approval to commence work on intersection anticipated from TfNSW in Jan 

2026.  
  

Hobbys Yards Road 

Due Date  Revised 
Budget 

YTD 
$ 

Expenditure 
this Month 

$  

Total 
Expenditure 

YTD 
$ 

Committed 
Expenditure 

YTD 
$ 

Estimated 
Total Project 

Costs 
$  

June 2026  1,009,755 420,917 632,951 197,941 882,084 

Commentary  

• Sealing was completed Thursday 4th December. 
• Minor items outstanding for project finalisation.  

Forecast (1-3 months)   

• Linemarking and signage installation still outstanding, to be completed in the 
new year. 

• Works as executed survey and drawings to be prepared. 
• Monitor for defects. 
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Garland Road – RERRF 

Due Date  Revised 
Budget 

YTD 
$ 

Expenditure 
this Month 

$  

Total 
Expenditure 

YTD 
$ 

Committed 
Expenditure 

YTD 
$ 

Estimated 
Total Project 

Costs 
$  

June 2026 761,197 1,708 2,166 90,471 739,977 

Commentary  

• Desktop design issued for delivery. 
• Preliminary drainage works underway prior to commencement of roadworks 

in January 2026. 

Forecast (1-3 months)   

• Commencement of roadworks in new calendar year. 

 

Tallwood Road – RERRF[1] 

Due Date  Revised 
Budget 

YTD 
$ 

Expenditure 
this Month 

$ 

Total 
Expenditure 

YTD 
$ 

Committed 
Expenditure 

YTD 
$ 

Estimated 
Total Project 

Costs 
$ 

June 2026  1,574,097 1,070 23,335 7,182 1,572,539 

Commentary  

• [1] RERRF funding accounts for only $761,197 of the total budget, the 
remaining budget is funded from Council’s general revenue.  

• The design of the 2.5km section is still underway, with Council officers 
focusing on a 1.2 km stage for delivery this year. The design of this section 
has been issued for review. The cost to complete has been formulated 
based on this draft design. 

• Additional geotechnical investigations revealed a lack of value for money in 
performing in-situ stabilisation with the intent to form a sub-base. 

Forecast (1-3 months)   

• Non-destructive excavation will be used to determine the location of 
infrastructure and utilities non maintained by Council prior to Christmas. 

• Finalisation of the scope of works section of design is estimated to be 
completed by February. 
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Newbridge Road Culvert – FRG 

Due Date  Revised 
Budget 

YTD 
$ 

Expenditure 
this Month 

$  

Total 
Expenditure 

YTD 
$ 

Committed 
Expenditure 

YTD 
$ 

Estimated 
Total Project 

Costs 
$  

June 2026 275,541 144,309 154,332 24,820 255,362 

Commentary  

• Works substantially complete, with culvert, drainage, and road works 
complete. 

• Invoicing and payment claims are still being finalised. 

Forecast (1-3 months)   

• Fencing reinstatement and floodgate, and reinstatement of delineation will 
occur after culvert works are complete. Completion is estimated for 
December. 

• Linemarking will occur in 2026 to allow seal to settle prior to application. 
 
Risk/Policy/Legislation Considerations: 
Council’s infrastructure activities are undertaken in accordance with the Local 
Government Act 1993 and other relevant regulatory frameworks. 
 
Delivery is guided by Council’s adopted policies, including procurement and 
risk management. This report provides ongoing updates on key projects and 
associated risks such as cost variations and delivery timeframes.  
 
Budget Implications: 
Council has verbally advised Regional NSW that it will not meet the impending 
31 December 2025 completion deadline for Resources for Regions round 9 
program (R4R9).  
 
The Richards Lane project is currently in progress with contractors onsite and 
will be the only project (of the 9) that will not be completed by the current 
specified completion date. Council is aware of a nearby Council who have 
recently sought an extension to 30 June 2026. 
 
In preparing to formally communicate with Regional NSW, Infrastructure 
Services staff together with Council’s Finance Department have commenced 
an interim audit of all Resources for Regions round 9 projects and 
expenditure. 
 
Council will work with Regional NSW with the intent to likely lodge a variation 
for R4R9 containing 2 aspects: completion of Richards Lane project (to April 
2026) and reallocation of any funds from the other 8 R4R9 projects to the 
Richards Lane project. 
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Enclosures (following report) 
Nil  

Attachments (separate document) 
Nil  
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13) VEGETATION POLICY 
 
Department:  Infrastructure Services 
 
Author: Manager Waste Water and Urban Services 
 
CSP Link: 3. Infrastructure is resilient, fit for purpose and maintained to 

support our community 
 
File No: RD.PO.4         
 
 
Recommendation: 
That Council; 
1. Endorse the Vegetation Policy and place it on public exhibition for a period 

of not less than 42 days. 
2. Provided no submissions are received, adopt the Vegetation Policy and 

rescind the existing 2 policies being Street Tree Policy and Verge Garden 
Guidelines, and update Council’s Policy Register. 

 
Reason for Report: 
For the Council to review and endorse the Vegetation Policy for adoption and 
rescind existing policies being replaced, subject to public exhibition. 
 
Report: 
During review of existing strategic policies, it was determined that the Street 
Tree Policy was overly operational, and the strategic intent for both the Street 
Tree and Verge Garden policies were very similar and could therefore be 
combined into a single policy.  
 
The Vegetation Policy has been written to replace the 2 existing policies. It 
includes trees, bushes, and garden beds in urban public areas, as well as 
removal of private trees in urban areas, which was not previously included in 
any policy. It specifically excludes weeds management. 
 
The main positions of the Vegetation Policy are: 

• Council encourages and seeks to deliver increased tree cover 
throughout the shire. 

• Council is the responsible party for all vegetation in public spaces and 
will deliver programs to manage vegetation life cycles. 

• Council has the facility to negotiate transfer of responsibilities to/from 
community groups. 

• Aligning the creation of Verge Gardens by the public to the same as 
other plantings i.e. requiring Council approval. 

• Private trees now linked to conditions for when Council need to assess 
/ approve these tree removals.  
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This policy is consistent with feedback received during the CSP consultation 
related to specific tree / plant additions, pruning and removals, i.e. 
maintenance activities. The Vegetation Policy addresses these requests by 
providing avenues to undertake the community requests. 

Risk/Policy/Legislation Considerations: 
Nil 
 
Budget Implications: 
Nil 
 

Enclosures (following report) 
1 25P Vegetation Policy 6 Pages 
  

Attachments (separate document) 
2 25L Street Tree Policy 10 Pages 
3 25N Verge Garden Guidelines 16 Pages 
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14) PROPOSED (PART) ROAD CLOSURE - COLLINS STREET, 
CARCOAR 

 
Department:  Infrastructure Services 
 
Author: Director Infrastructure Services 
 
CSP Link: 3. Infrastructure is resilient, fit for purpose and maintained to 

support our community 
 
File No: RD.AD.1         
 
 
Recommendation: 
That Council: 
1. Note the submissions received during the notification period.  
2. Approve the closure of part of Collins Street, Carcoar that is identified as 

Lot 100 DP1321451 adjoining Lot 1 Sec 15 DP758225, in accordance with 
s.38 Roads Act 1993  

3. Give public notice for a period of 28 days of Council’s intention to classify 
the land as Operational Land.  

4. Delegate to the Mayor and General Manager authority to execute 
signature and fixing of the Council Seal to facilitate the road closure and 
land transfer. 

 
Reason for Report: 
Council approval is required as part of the road closure process.  
 
Report: 
At the 28 August 2025 Ordinary Council Meeting (Resolution No: 2508/023), 
Council resolved the following: 
 

That Council: 
1. Approve the sale price of this land as $30,000 plus GST (if 
applicable), plus all costs associated with the road closure, to the top of 
bank. 
2. Note a further report will be presented to a future Council meeting to 
consider any submissions lodged during the notification period and to 
decide whether to approve this road closure and sale of this land.   

 
At the 25 February 2025 Ordinary Council Meeting, Council resolved 
(Resolution No: 2502/029) the following: 
 

That Council: 
1. Endorse the closure of the portion of Collins St, Carcoar that 
adjoin Lot 1 Sec 15 DP758225, in accordance with s.38 
Roads Act 1993, subject to the applicant funding Council’s 
road closure application fee, all costs associated with the 
closure and compensation for the market value of the land. 
2. Delegate to the General Manager authority to negotiate and 
execute the terms of the road closure. 
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3. Delegate to the General Manager authority to negotiate the 
sale price of the land, subject to Council approval; and 
4. Have a further report presented to a future Council meeting to 
consider any submissions lodged during the notification 
period and to make a decision on approval for the proposal. 

 
Following resolution 2508/023, Council provided notification to relevant 
authorities in accordance with s.38B of the Roads Act 1993. The following 
authorities and adjoining landowners were notified on 29 October 2025 and 
were to provide response to the notification within 28 days: 
 

Authority 
• Essential Energy 
• Transgrid 
• APA Group  
• Jemena Asset Management Pty Ltd 
• NSW Department of Planning and 

Environment 
• NSW Department of Planning and 

Environment: Resources & Energy 
• NSW Department of Industry: Crown 

Lands 
• NSW Department of Industry: 

Fisheries 
• NSW National Parks & Wildlife 

Service 
• Transport for NSW – Land Use 

Planning and Development 
• Fire and Rescue NSW 
• NSW Rural Fire Service 
• Central Tablelands Water 
• Forestry Corporation 
• Local Land Services  
• UGL Regional Linx 

Adjoining Landowners 
• 4 Collins Street, CARCOAR 
• 16 Belubula Street, CARCOAR 
• 2 Jones Street, CARCOAR   

 
Additionally, notification was placed in the Village Voice on 6 November 2025. 
 
During the notification period, Council received 10 submissions. All 
submissions received detailed no objection to the proposed closure and were 
from: 
• APA 
• Essential Energy  
• Transgrid 
• Jemena 
• NSW National Parks and Wildlife Service 
• TfNSW 
• UGL 
• DPIRD - Fisheries 
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• DPH&I – Crown Lands 
• DPI – Regional Development 
 
It is recommended that Council approve the closure of the section of road.  
 
Risk/Policy/Legislation Considerations: 
This road closure is being undertaken in accordance with Division 3, s38 of 
the Roads Act 1993. 
 
Budget Implications: 
Cost associated with the road closure are borne by the applicant who is 
purchasing the land from Council.  
 

Enclosures (following report) 
1 Plan 1 Page 
  

Attachments (separate document) 
Nil  
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15) REVIEW OF MAJOR PLANT RENEWALS 
 
Department:  Infrastructure Services 
 
Author: Director Infrastructure Services 
 
CSP Link: 3. Infrastructure is resilient, fit for purpose and maintained to 

support our community 
 
File No: RD.AD.1         
 
 
Recommendation: 
1. That Council;Note an internal review of major plant has been completed 

(including independent external peer review).  
2. Endorse the disposal of the following items of plant without replacement: 

a) P663 Dynapac CA500PD 
b) P662 Dynapac CA3500 

3. Defer renewal of the following plant items to 2026/27: 
a) PSV001 – Isuzu Street Sweeper 
b) P169 – Sewer Jetting Trailer  
c) P40 – Isuzu NH Rigid Haul Truck 

4. Approve a supplementary vote of $100,000 from the Plant internal 
allocation for the procurement of major plant in 2025/26.   

5. Amend budget allocations of outstanding major plant renewal for 2025/26 
as follows;  

Plant Item Budget 
$ 

P660 - Dynapac CA3500 200,000 
P661 - Dynapac CA3500 200,000 
P44 - NPR55-155 Tabletop w/crane  160,000 
P43 - NPR55-155 Amenities Truck 205,000 
P52 - Grader Cat 12M 550,000 
HV003 - Mack Tipper 380,000 
PSV001 – Sloan Built Dog Trailer  160,000 
P630 – Isuzu watercart 350,000 
PSV002 – Isuzu Patching Truck 550,000 
P72 – John Deere 5725 with bucket 135,000 
P89 - Trimax Mower – Winged  35,000 
LC007 – Kubota Zero Turn Mower 25,000 
LC008 – Kubota Zero Turn Mower  25,000 
P173 – Sewell Road Broom TB200E 65,000 
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Reason for Report: 
To inform Councillors of a recent internal review and seek approval for a 
supplementary vote of funds.  
 
Report: 
During the 2024/25 financial year and in the process of seeking quotations to 
procure scheduled plant replacements, the following was identified:  
 

- Indexation of estimated plant replacement costs had not kept up with 
actual costs within the plant industry for some major plant items.  

- Some internal charge rates of plant items were not properly recovering 
actual operational costs.  

Orders were placed for the major plant items shown in Table 1 in 2024/25, as 
they were highly utilised and delays to their renewal would have risk to 
incurring significant operational maintenance costs.  
 
Apart from the items in Table 1, procurement of other major plant items was 
halted, and an internal operational review was commenced by staff to look at 
plant needs and develop revised purchasing costs.  
 
The consultant reviewed the recommendations and provided comment. The 
consultant also reviewed internal charge rates and their calculation method 
and benchmarked these rates against other regional Council average hourly 
rates. 
 
The proposed adjustments to budget allocations for each plant item is shown 
in Table 3, with a supplementary vote of approximately $100K required as part 
of this adjustment.  Some items are proposed for deferral, shown in Table 2 
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Table 1: 2024/25 Items of major plant replaced, as programmed. 
Plant Item Replaced with Current Status 

P601 Hino 500 Series 
(tipper) 
 

Isuzu FSR 140-260 
(tipper) 

Awaiting delivery. 

P602 Hino 500 Series 
(tipper) 
 

Isuzu FSR 140-260  
(tipper) 

Awaiting delivery. 

P603 Hino 500 Series 
(tipper) 
 

Isuzu NPR 75-190 (flat 
deck1) 

Awaiting delivery. 

PLC011 Toro GM 3310 
Mower 
 

Kubota F3690 Mower  Order complete. 

PLC012 Toro GM 3310 
Mower 
 

Kubota F3690 Mower Order complete.  

PLC013 Toro GM 3310 
Mower 
 

Kubota F3690 Mower Order complete. 

 
Table 2 – Major plant proposed to be deferred (as recommended in review)  

Plant Item Deferral Reason 
PSV001 – Street 
Sweeper 

Currently only one body currently available on the 
market (Iveco) with others due to released next 
year which will enable more market competition 
and therefore potential for better value for money 
for Council next financial year. 

P169 – Sewer Jetting 
Trailer 

Will align with renewal of two other sewer 
assigned plant items and enable an operational 
service review to determine the best fit for 
purpose plant items for this area, as per 
recommendations of the Major Plant Review.  

P40 - Isuzu NH Rigid 
Haul Truck 

While originally programmed for 2024/25, the 
current plant item is in good condition and has not 
met threshold for replacement in this current year.  

 
  

 
1 Note: Prior to purchase, Council officers conducted a service review which identified that the 3 Hino 
tipper trucks could be replaced with 2 tippers and 1 flat deck due to current operational needs and 
utilisation, which provided cost savings to Council of approx. $75,000, in comparison to a like-for-like 
replacement. 
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Table 3 – Proposed revised budget allocations 
Outstanding Plant Item Original 

Renewal 
Year 

Current 
Budget 

Allocation 
$ 

Proposed 
Revised Budget 

Allocation 
2025/26 

$ 
P660 - Dynapac CA3500 2024/25 34,8512 200,000 
P661 - Dynapac CA3500 2024/25 156,832 200,000 
P662 – Dynapac CA3500 NA Nil Nil – Propose to 

dispose and not 
replace as forecast 

P663 - Dynapac CA500PD 2024/25 205,504 Nil – Propose to 
dispose and not 

replace 
P44 - NPR55-155 Tabletop 
w/crane  

2025/26 109,486 160,000 

P43 - NPR55-155 
Amenities Truck 

2025/26 122,382 205,000 

P52 - Grader Cat 12M 2025/26 656,615 550,000 
HV003 - Mack Tipper 2025/26 407,939 380,000 
PTR001– Sloan Built Dog 
Trailer  

2025/26 118,434 160,000 

P630 – Isuzu watercart 2025/26 376,356 350,000 
PSV002 – Isuzu Patching 
Truck 

2025/26 427,678 550,000 

P72 – John Deere 5725 
with bucket 

2025/26 165,572 135,000 

P89 - Trimax Mower – 
Winged  

2025/26 29,605 35,000 

LC007 – Kubota Zero Turn 
Mower 

2025/26 24,333 25,000 

LC008 – Kubota Zero Turn 
Mower  

2025/26 24,333 25,000 

P173 – Sewell Road Broom 
TB200E 

2025/26 66,611 65,000 

Surplus/remaining budget 
for the completed Toro 
Mower replacements (x3) 

2024/25 15,546 Nil - complete 

 TOTAL 2,942,077 3,040,000 
 
Risk/Policy/Legislation Considerations: 
Delays associated with the renewal of major plant increase the likelihood of 
plant breakdowns, major servicing and the resulting reduced availability and 
increased operational costs. 
 

 
2 Note: these funds were drawn on and addressed in a QBRS for the scheduled replacement of P601, 
P602 & P603 Tippers which were over their individual allocation. 
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Replacement of Major plant would be sought through Local Government 
Procurement (LGP) platforms. 
 
Budget Implications: 
A supplementary vote of $100,000 is recommended as part of this report.  
 

Enclosures (following report) 
1 Review of Major Plant - Peer Review Report 5 Pages 
2 Review of Major Plant - Summary of 

recommendations 3 Pages 
  

Attachments (separate document) 
Nil  
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16) WHITES QUARRY - FUTURE OPTIONS 
 
Department:  Infrastructure Services 
 
Author: Director Infrastructure Services 
 
CSP Link: 3. Infrastructure is resilient, fit for purpose and maintained to 

support our community 
 
File No: RD.AD.1         
 
 
Recommendation: 
1. That Council:Note it has received a proposal from Bonus Quarrying 

Resources Pty Ltd in relation to Council’s Whites Quarry, 52 
Greghamstown Road Blayney. 

2. Note Council has proceeded to obtain independent Probity Advice 
regarding the proposal. 

3. That Council proceed to undertake a public Expressions of Interest (EOI) 
process inviting proposals for the further development, improvement or 
use of Council’s Whites Quarry, 52 Greghamstown Road Blayney. 

 
Reason for Report: 
This report seeks Council’s endorsement to commence a public Expressions 
of Interest (EOI) process to explore potential development or improvement 
opportunities for Whites Quarry. 
 
Report: 
Council owns and operates Whites Quarry located at 52 Greghamstown Road 
Blayne, which is estimated to reach end of its useful life as an operational 
quarry around 2035.  
 
In preparation for future closure, Council has prepared a comprehensive 
Rehabilitation Plan that outlines the post-operational landform, environmental 
management and rehabilitation obligations associated with the site.  
 
During the same time period as this rehabilitation plan being finalised, Council 
received an unsolicited proposal from an external proponent outlining potential 
opportunities for further development at the site. The proposal suggested that 
such opportunities could generate financial benefit for Council and/or reduce 
rehabilitation obligations and associated costs.  
 
Given the unsolicited nature of the proposal, Council sought independent 
probity advice. The advice concluded that it would be inappropriate and 
potentially high-risk for Council to enter into negotiations with this proponent, 
as no competitive or public process had been undertaken. Proceeding without 
market testing was assessed as inconsistent with probity principles of 
transparency and fairness.  
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An EOI process provides a transparent and defensible mechanism for Council 
to test the market, assess the feasibility of development opportunities and 
ensure that all interested parties have equal access to participate. It also 
enables Council to understand the full range of potential financial, operational 
or environmental benefits prior to determining whether a formal tender 
process or further negotiations should follow.  
 
Risk/Policy/Legislation Considerations: 
Independent probity advice provided to Council identified a risk of perceived 
or actual lack of transparency if Council were to negotiate directly with the 
unsolicited proponent. A public EOI process mitigates these risks and aligns 
with fair and equitable procurement processes.  
 
Part 7 of the Local Government (General) Regulation 2021 outlines 
requirements for tendering and procurement. Clause 166 recognises that 
Councils may conduct preliminary market engagement – such as an EOI – to 
identify suitable entities prior to calling for open or selective tenders.  
 
Council must consider all EOI’s made in response to the advertisement. After 
considering the applications Council may;  

- Invite tenders from all applications  
- Invite tenders from only those applicants’ council considers can meet 

the proposed requirements.  
- Decline to invite tenders from any applicants  

 
Budget Implications: 
The preparation and advertising of the EOI can be funded from existing 
operational budgets. Any future financial implications associated with pursing  
 

Enclosures (following report) 
Nil  

Attachments (separate document) 
1 Proposal from Bonus Quarrying Resources Pty Ltd 3 Pages 

This matter is considered to be confidential under 
Section 10A(2) (di) of the Local Government Act, as it 
deals with commercial information of a confidential 
nature that would, if disclosed (i) prejudice the 
commercial position of the person who supplied it. 

2 Probity Advice 5 Pages 
This matter is considered to be confidential under 
Section 10A(2) (c) of the Local Government Act, as it 
deals with information that would, if disclosed, confer 
a commercial advantage on a person with whom the 
Council is conducting (or proposes to conduct) 
business. 

  

  



Agenda – Ordinary Council Meeting – 16 December 2025 Page No 91 

This is Page No. 91 of the Business Paper of the Ordinary Council Meeting of Blayney Shire 
Council held on 16 December 2025 

17) CENTRAL WEST AND ORANA STRATEGIC REGIONAL 
INTEGRATED TRANSPORT PLAN 

 
Department:  Infrastructure Services 
 
Author: Director Infrastructure Services 
 
CSP Link: 3. Infrastructure is resilient, fit for purpose and maintained to 

support our community 
 
File No: RD.AD.1         
 
 
Recommendation: 
That Council note the submission on the Draft Central West and Orana 
Strategic Regional Integrated Transport Plan.  
 
Reason for Report: 
To advise Council of a submission made to the Draft Central West and Orana 
Strategic Regional Integrated Transport Plan. 
 
Report: 
The Draft Central West and Orana Strategic Regional Integrated Transport 
Plan (the Plan) provides a 20-year vision and defines the key transport 
priorities for the region to support community, land use and transport needs, 
now and into the future.  
 
The plan is currently on public exhibition until Sunday 14 December 2025.  
 
Due to the timing of the closing of the public exhibition (after issue of the 
business paper), the Blayney Shire Council submission will be provided as a 
late attachment to the business paper.  
 
Risk/Policy/Legislation Considerations: 
Nil 
 
Budget Implications: 
Nil 
 

Enclosures (following report) 
Nil  
Attachments (separate document) 
Nil  
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18) MINUTES OF THE BLAYNEY SHIRE COUNCIL LOCAL TRANSPORT 
FORUM HELD 5 DECEMBER 2025 

 
Department:  Infrastructure Services 
 
Author: Director Infrastructure Services 
 
CSP Link: 3. Infrastructure is resilient, fit for purpose and maintained to 

support our community 
 
File No: TT.ME.1         
 
 
Recommendation: 
That Council: 
1. Receive and note the minutes of the Blayney Shire Council Local 

Transport Forum, held Friday, 5 December 2025. 
2. Note the Blayney Shire Council Local Transport Forum meeting dates for 

2026 being: 6 March, 5 June, 4 September and 4 December 2026. 
3. Endorse the Traffic Guidance Scheme for the Blayney Show, to be staged 

on 7 March 2026 on Blayney Showground, Marshalls Lane, as a Class 3 
event, subject to the conditions detailed in the Director Infrastructure 
Services’ Report.   

 
Reason for Report: 
For Council to endorse the minutes of the Blayney Shire Council Traffic 
Committee meeting held 5 December 2025. 
 

MINUTES OF THE BLAYNEY SHIRE COUNCIL LOCAL TRANSPORT 
FORUM COMMITTEE MEETING 

 HELD IN THE CHAMBERS, BLAYNEY SHIRE COUNCIL COMMUNITY 
CENTRE, ON 5 DECEMBER 2025, COMMENCING AT 10:02 AM 

 
PRESENT 
Members: Cr John Newstead (Blayney Shire Council-Chair), Reg Rendall 
(State Member for Bathurst Representative), Jackie Barry (TfNSW) and Steve 
Chaplin (NSW Police). 
 
Present: Jacob Hogan (Director Infrastructure Services) and Lauren Ferson 
(Executive Assistant to the General Manager). 
  
APOLOGIES 
Nil 
 
DECLARATION OF INTEREST  
Nil 
  



Agenda – Ordinary Council Meeting – 16 December 2025 Page No 93 

This is Page No. 93 of the Business Paper of the Ordinary Council Meeting of Blayney Shire 
Council held on 16 December 2025 

REPORTS 
 
 LOCAL TRANSPORT FORUM MEETING DATES 2026 
20251205:01 Recommendation: 

That Council note the Blayney Shire Council Local Transport 
Forum meeting dates for 2026. 

 
CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES 

 
 MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING BLAYNEY SHIRE 

COUNCIL LOCAL TRANSPORT FORUM HELD 12 
SEPTEMBER 2025 

20251205:02 Recommendation: 
That the Minutes of the Blayney Shire Council Traffic 
Committee Meeting held on 12 September 2025, be 
confirmed to be a true and accurate record of that meeting. 

 
  MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES 
Question regarding the reopening of Adelaide Street north. Council is meeting 
with the St Joseph’s School Principal next week. TfNSW are reviewing the 
Safe Systems Assessment (SSA), based on Council’s design. Anticipated to 
be further information provided at the next meeting. Discussion on the 
Children’s Pedestrian Crossing. 
 
 STREET EVENT - BLAYNEY SHOW 7 MARCH 2026 
20251205:03 Recommendation: 

That Council endorse the Traffic Guidance Scheme for the 
annual Blayney Show, to be staged on 7 March 2026 on 
Blayney Showground, Marshalls Lane, as a Class 3 event, 
subject to the conditions detailed in the Director Infrastructure 
Services’ Report.  

 
TRAFFIC REGISTER 

 
 TRAFFIC REGISTER 
 Noted. 
 

GENERAL BUSINESS 
 
 TRUCKS PARKING OLIVE STREET, MANDURAMA 
 Actions 

For TfNSW and NSW Police Comment. 
NSW Police to monitor and provide feedback at next meeting. 

 
 EVENT - CAROLS AT CARRINGTON - 12 DECEMBER 2025 
 Actions 

Noted. 
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 EVENT - MILLFEST - SATURDAY, 7 FEBRUARY 2026 
 Actions 

Noted. 
 
 EVENT - THE AMEND PROJECT - WALK FOR CONNECTION 

EVENT - SATURDAY, 7 FEBRUARY 2026 
 Actions: 

Noted. 
Approval also being sought from TfNSW. 

 
 EVENT - NEWBRIDGE SWAP MEET - NEWBRIDGE NSW - 

SUNDAY, 8 FEBRUARY 2026 
 Actions 

Noted. 
 
 EVENT - 2026 RALLY OF BATHURST - 14 MARCH 2026 
 Actions 

Noted. 
 
INFORMAL MATTERS 
• The 50km/hr sign coming into Blayney from Cowra is partially blocked by a 

tree branch. Council will log a request to TfNSW for trimming. 
• Discussion on an application for Millthorpe Speed Zone review - 40km/hr 

village. 
• Question on progressing the speed zone review for Richards Lane. 

Continue to use roadwork zone. 
• Transport for NSW are currently doing public consultation on the Draft 

Central West and Orana Strategic Regional Integrated Transport Plan and 
seeking comments from the public. 

 
FUTURE MEETING DATES - 2026 
Friday, 6 March 2026 
Friday, 5 June 2026 
Friday, 4 September 2026 
Friday, 4 December 2026 

 
There being no further business, the meeting concluded at 10.37am. 
 

Enclosures (following report) 
1 LTF - Conditions - Blayney Show 1 Page 
2 LTF - TGS - Blayney Show 1 Page 
  

Attachments (separate document) 
Nil  
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19) REPORT OF THE CENTRAL NSW JOINT ORGANISATION BOARD 
MEETING HELD 12 NOVEMBER 2025 

 
Department:  Executive Services 
 
Author: Councillor Reynolds 
 
CSP Link: 1. Prioritise transparency, financial sustainability and strong 

partnerships with and for our community 
 
File No: GR.LR.3         
 
 
Recommendation: 
That Council note the report from the Mayor on the Central NSW Joint 
Organisation (CNSWJO) Board Meeting held 12 November 2025. 
 
Reason for Report: 
To provide Council with the Mayor’s delegate report on the Central NSW Joint 
Organisation (CNSWJO) meeting. 
 
Report: 
Please find enclosed report from the Central NSW Joint Organisation Board 
meeting held 12 November 2025 in Parkes. 
 
Mayor Bruce Reynolds and General Manager Mark Dicker attended on behalf 
of Blayney Shire Council. 
 
Risk/Policy/Legislation Considerations: 
Nil 
 
Budget Implications: 
Allocations are included in the Delivery Program and Operational Plan for 
delegates to attend this meeting. 
 

Enclosures (following report) 
1 Central NSW Joint Organisation Report and Minutes - 

12 November 2025 14 Pages 
  

Attachments (separate document) 
Nil  
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20) COUNTRY MAYORS ASSOCIATION MEETING 
 
Department:  Executive Services 
 
Author: Councillor Reynolds 
 
CSP Link: 1. Prioritise transparency, financial sustainability and strong 

partnerships with and for our community 
 
File No: GO.ME.1         
 
 
Recommendation: 
That Council receive and note the minutes of the Country Mayors Association 
meeting held 14 November 2025. 
 
Reason for Report: 
To update Council on the recent Country Mayors Association (CMA) meeting 
held Friday 14 November 2025. 
 
Report: 
The draft minutes of the CMA meeting held 14 November 2025 in Sydney are 
enclosed for Council’s information.  
 
Mayor Bruce Reynolds and General Manager Mark Dicker attended on behalf 
of Blayney Shire Council. 
 
Risk/Policy/Legislation Considerations: 
Nil 
 
Budget Implications: 
Allocations are included in the Delivery Program and Operational Plan for 
delegates to attend this meeting. 
 

Enclosures (following report) 
1 Country Mayors Association Meeting Minutes - 14 

November 2025 16 Pages 
  

Attachments (separate document) 
Nil  
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21) 2025 LOCAL GOVERNMENT NSW CONFERENCE DELEGATE 
REPORT 

 
Department:  Executive Services 
 
Author: Councillor Reynolds 
 
CSP Link: 1. Prioritise transparency, financial sustainability and strong 

partnerships with and for our community 
 
File No: GR.ME.2         
 
 
Recommendation: 
That Council note the 2025 Local Government NSW Conference Delegate 
Report. 
 
Reason for Report: 
The LGNSW Annual Conference was recently attended by Mayor Bruce 
Reynolds, Deputy Mayor Rebecca Scott and General Manager Mark Dicker. 
 
Report: 
Conference Program Wrap Up 
More than 1,000 local government representatives gathered in Penrith from 
Sunday 23 November to Tuesday 25 November 2025 for the 2025 LGNSW 
Annual Conference. It was an extremely productive gathering with several 
highlights. 
 
Premier and MPs Address Conference 
Local Government Minister the Hon Ron Hoenig MP and the Shadow Minister 
the Hon Chris Rath MLC addressed delegates on the opening day and 
generously took some questions from the floor. Their focus was on the 
recently passed Planning Reforms and on concerns surrounding the Model 
Code of Meeting Practice. 
 
Premier the Hon Chris Minns MP joined the conference on Monday, 
acknowledging the hard work of mayors and councillors and thanking the local 
government sector for their delivery of critical services to every community. He 
also spoke on the Government’s Housing Reforms and on the various benefits 
that have already flowed from the $250 million Fresh Start Program - which 
has provided access to funding for the employment of apprentices and 
trainees at every council in New South Wales over the past 12 months. 
 
MoU Extended with Country Mayors Association 
As part of the conference program, an extended Memorandum of 
Understanding was signed between LGNSW and the Country Mayors 
Association, strengthening the relationship between the two organisations and 
setting out a framework for cooperation on issues impacting councils, 
particularly those in remote, rural and regional communities. 
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Through the partnership, LGNSW and the CMA will collaborate on policy 
development, advocacy campaigns and information sharing, working together 
to deliver stronger outcomes for councils and communities right across New 
South Wales. 
 
Policy Development 
On Monday, delegates conscientiously worked their way through the business 
paper, successfully resolving 115 of the 136 motions that had been submitted 
by councils across the State. The remaining 21 motions will now be 
determined by our incoming Board. 
 
The motions were respectfully debated by voting delegates and covered a 
range of issues, including the role of councils in addressing the housing crisis, 
the State’s transition to renewable energy and the need for increased funding 
and support for local water utilities. 
 
Each motion considered at the conference represents an issue that councils 
are facing across the state. The outcomes will now directly inform LGNSW’s 
advocacy to the state and federal governments for the coming year. 
 
AR Bluett Awards – Congratulations Camden and Leeton Shire 
Camden Council and Leeton Shire Council have been named the 2025 
recipients of the prestigious AR Bluett Memorial Award, recognising their 
exceptional achievements and leadership in local government. 
 
Camden Council received the metropolitan/major regional honour, while 
Leeton Shire Council claimed the regional/rural category. 
 
The awards celebrate excellence, innovation and genuine community impact 
by a local government body. Both councils have demonstrated what can be 
achieved through strong leadership, collaboration and a commitment to 
delivering real results for their residents. 
 
Former Mayor Scott Ferguson honoured with Lifetime Achievement 
Award  
Former Blayney Shire Council Mayor Scott Ferguson was awarded the Local 
Government NSW (LGNSW) Lifetime Achievement Award, recognising more 
than 25 years of exceptional service, leadership and advocacy for the Blayney 
community and the wider local government sector. 
 
The Lifetime Achievement Award is one of LGNSW’s highest honours. It 
acknowledges an outstanding and sustained contribution to the community a 
councillor or mayor represents, or to the sector more broadly. Nominees must 
demonstrate clear examples of leadership, innovation, policy advancement or 
legislative influence that have delivered measurable benefits. 
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New Patron – Cr Darriea Turley AM 
Former President of LGNSW Cr Darriea Turley AM has officially been 
announced as a Patron of the organisation in recognition of her service and 
dedication to the sector. Darriea served as a Director since the combined 
organisation was created in 2013 and was elected President in 2021. She will 
now continue to support the organisation along with our other valued Patrons. 
 
2026 Annual Conference – Destination: Wollongong! 
Our conference concluded on a real high with the Lord Mayor of Wollongong, 
Cr Tania Brown, issuing a warm invitation to delegates to travel to the coastal 
city for the 2026 event.  
 
Lord Mayor Brown spoke about Wollongong’s many natural beauties and it’s 
thriving community, but also highlighted the fact that the city “knows how to 
put on a show”, pointing to the recent World Triathlon Championship Finals 
and the UCI Road World Championships held in 2022. 
 
The 2026 LGNSW Annual Conference is scheduled to take place from 22 to 
24 November. 
 
Risk/Policy/Legislation Considerations: 
Nil 
 
Budget Implications: 
The 2025/26 budget includes an allocation for 4 persons to attend the 2025 
LGNSW Annual Conference. 
 
As per Council’s ‘Payment of Expenses and the Provision of Facilities to the 
Mayor and Councillors Policy’ Council will meet the Registration, 
Accommodation, Travel and Car Parking costs for Council Delegates 
attending the LGNSW Conference as authorised by Council Resolution. 
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Enclosures (following report) 
Nil  
Attachments (separate document) 
Nil  
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Matters to be dealt with in closed committee 
In accordance with the Local Government Act (1993) and the Local 
Government (General) Regulation 2021, in the opinion of the General 
Manager, the following business is of a kind as referred to in Section 10(2) of 
the Act, and should be dealt with in a part of the meeting closed to the media 
and public. 
 
22) NOTICE OF INTENTION TO DEMOLISH DWELLING 

This matter is considered to be confidential under Section 10A(2) (b) (e) 
of the Local Government Act, as it deals with the personal hardship of 
any resident or ratepayer; AND information that would, if disclosed, 
prejudice the maintenance of law. 
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